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FROL 06 UE 
By THE Rev. R. NARES.. 


— 


Spoken by Mr FAR REM. 


UR Author, who accuſes great and ſmall, 
And fays ſo boldly, there are faults in all. 
Sends' me with diſmal voice, and lengthen'd phiz, 
Humbly to own one dreadful fault of his - 
A fault, in modern Authors not uncommon, 
It is, — now don't be angry He's 4 woman. 
Can you forgive it? —Nay, I'Il tell you more, 
One who has dar'd to venture here before; 
Has ſeen your ſmiles, your frowns, —tremendous 
fight! | 
O, be not in the, frowning mood to-night ! 
The Play, perhaps, haus many things amiſs: 
Well, let us then reduce the point to this, 
Let only thoſe that have no failings, Eiſs. 
The Rights of Women, ſays a female pen, 
Are, to do every thing as well as Men. 
To think, to argue, to deside, to write, ; 
To talk, undoubtedly—perhaps, to fight. 
(For Females march to war, like brave commanders, 
£2 Not in old Authors only but in Flanders.) 
5 I grant this matter may be ſtrain'd too fdr, 
And Maid *gainſt Man is moſt uncivil war; 
1 grant, as all my City friends will ſay, 3 
That Men ſhould rule, and Women ſhould obey: 
That nothing binds the marriage contract faſter, 
Than our —“ Zounds, Madam, I'm your Lord and 
Maſter.” | ; 
I grant their nature, and their frailty- ſuch, 
omen they make too free—and know too much. 
But ſince the Sex at length has been inclin'd 
To cultivate that uſeful part—the mind ; 
Since they have learnt to read, to write, to ſpell ;—- 


Since ſome of them have wit,—and uſe it well; 


PROLOGUE, 
Let us not force them back with brow ſevere, 
Within the pale of ignorance and fear, 
Confin'd entirely to domeſtic arts, 
Producing only children, pies, and tarts. 
The fav'rite fable of the tuneful Nine, 


| Implies that famale genius ii, divine. 


Then, drive not, Critics, with tyrannic rage,. 
A ſupplicating Fair-one from the Stage; 
The Comic Muſe perhaps is growing old, 
Her lovers, you well know, are few and cold. 
Tis time then freely to enlarge the plan, 
And let all thoſe write Comedies—that can. 


DRAMATIS PERSONA. 


— 


; MEN. 
Lord Norland, — Mr FARREN. 
Sir Robert Ramble, — Mr LEWIS. 
Mr. Solus, — Mr QUICK. 
Mr Harmony, — Mr MUNDEN. 
Mr Placid, — MrFAWCETT. 
Mr Irwin, — Mr POPE. 
Hammond, — Mr POWELL. 
Porter, — Mr THOMPSON. 
Edward, — Miſs GRIS T. 
WOMEN. 8 
Lady Eleanor Irwin. Mrs POPE. 
Mrs Placid, — Mrs MAT TOCES, 


Miſs Spinſter, — Mrs WEBB. 

Miſs Wooburn, — Mrs ESTEN, 

Servants, &c. 
SCENE, London. 


Is 


did not hug Himſelf in the fpflection, that he was 


which we ſhould have had for each other by being 
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Wert; ACT I. 
SCENE J. 45 Appartment at Mr Pracib' 
A Enter My Pl ac iD end Mr Solus. 
Pr AoIh. 
QU are ts blame, 
Sal. I ſay the fame by you. 


fa, And yet your ſingularity. pleaſes me; for 
- you are the firſt | derly' bachelor T ever knew, who 


not in the trammels of wedlack. 5 
| Sol. No; T am only the firſt elderly bachelor 
who has truth and courage enough to confeſs his 
diſſatisfaction⸗ JET | ; 
Pla. And you really wiſh you were married? 
$2/. I do. I wiſh ſtill more, that I had been 
married thirty years ago. Oh! I wiſh a wife and 
half-a-ſcore children would now ſtart up around 
me, and bring along With them all that affection 


\earlier acquainted; But as it 4s, in the preſent 
ate, there is not à perſon in the world care a 
for; and the world is pretty even with me, 

| | A 


- 


for 
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PI. Plhaw! You have in your time been a man 


2 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT : 


for I don't believe there is a creature in it who 
cares a ſtraw for me. 


of gallantry ; and, conſequently, mult have made 
many attachments. 


Sol. Yes, ſuch as men of gallantry uſually make. | 


T have been attached to women who have purloin- 
ed my fortune, and to men who have partaken of 
the theft: I have been in as much tear of my mi- 
ſtreſs as you are of your wife. 

Pla. Is that poſſible? 

8:1. Yes; and without having one of thole ten- 


der, delicate ties of a huſband, an excule for my 


apprehenſion. —lI have maintained children 

Pla. Then why do you complain for the want 
of a family? 

Sol. I did not ſay I ever had any children; I 
ſaid I had maintained. them; but I never believed 
they were mine; for 1 could have no dependence 
upon the principles of their mother—and never 
did [ take one of thoje tender intants in my arms, 
that the forchead of my Valet, the quint eye ef 
my Apothecary, or the double- chin of my Chaplain, 


did ndt ſtare me in the face, and dainp all the fine 


feelings of the parent which L had juit called up. 
Pia. But thoſe are accidents which may occur 


in the marriage ſtate. 


Sol. In that caſe, a man is pitied—in mine, he is 
only laughed at. 
Pla. I wiſh to heaven I could exchange the pity 


which my frien:ls beitow on me, for the merriment 


which your ill tate excites. 
Sal. You want but courage to be ed, 
Pla. Does auy one doubt my courage? | 
Sol. No. It a Prince were to offend you, you 


would challenge him, have no doubt. 


Pla. But if my wife oftend me, I am obliged to 


make an apology.— Was not that her voice? TI 
hope ſhe has not overheard our converſation. . 


. Sel. If the have, ſhe'll be in an ill humour. 


LLP. = Ala. 
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A COMEDY. 3 
ho Plu. That ſhe will be, whether ſhe. have heard 


or ndt-- | 
_ Sol. Well, good-day. I don't like to be driven 
de from my fixed plan of wedlock ; and, therefore, I 
won't be a ſpectator of your mutual diſcontent. _ 
we (Corp. 
in- Pla. But before you go, Mr Solus, permit me to. 
of remind you of a certain concern, that, I think, 
would afford you much more delight, than all you 
can, at this time of life, propoſe to yourſelf h. 
marriage. Make happy; by your beneficence, a 
N- W ncar relation whom the trueſt aſſeQion has drawn . 
% into that ſtate, but who is denied the bleſſing of 
competency to make the ſtate ſupportable. 
nt Cl. You mean my nephew, Irwin? But do not 
you acknowledge be has a wife and children? Did 
not he marry the wom ei he loved. and has be nov. 
ed If ct this moment, a large family, by whom he is be- 
ce loved? And is he not, therefore, with all his po- 
er verty, much happier than I: He has often told me, 
is, when I have reproached him with his indiſereet 
marriage, „that in his wife he poſſeſſed kingdoms““ 
n, Lo you ſuppoſe I will give any part of my fortune 
to a man who enjoys {uch extenſive domains? No: 
5 —let him preſerve his territories, and I will keep- 
ar my little eſtate for my own ule. . (Exit. 
Pla. John! John !— (enter Servant) Has your 
15 W miltreſs been enquiring for me? — ER 
John. Ves, Sir: My Lady aſked juſt now, if L. 
ty WW knew who was with you? Ds Tp 
nt Pla. Did ſhe ſeem angry? 
John. No, Sir pretty well. | . 
t'la. You ſcoundrel, what do you mean, by 
| pretty well?” (In anger.) 5 
Du Jebn. Much as ufual, Sir. e 
Pla. And do you call that “ pretty well??? 
to You ſcoundrel, I have a great mind | q 
7 | Enter Mrs. Placid, ſpeaking very loud. 
Mrs - Pla. What is the matter, Mr Placid? 
| A 2 What 


' 4 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 
What-is all this noiſe about? You know I hate a 


am é are going to lend Tens Nove 


A. 


* What 18 the matter? 


ocklica 
Me Pha. Pray, Mr Placid. do not find fault with 


any perfon in this houſe. But I have. ſomething 
which J malt take. ye ory ſeverely to taſk. about, | 


„ 

Pla. No, my dear, not Wy Pra 

Hrs Pla. 2 not or Jl — p <4 

»Placid, locking at his watch, 

Becauſe dinner will be ready in a few minutes; 
Jam very hungry, and it will be eruel of you to 
ipoil'my appetite. John, is the dinner on table? 

Mrs Pla. No, John, don't let adh ferved yet 
Mr Placid, vou 5hall firſt hear * T have to ſays 
3 (Exit Ser unt. 

"Pla: Bat then 1 now Athen be able-to eat a 
morſel. 

Mr: Pla. Sde donn. (He ſi I betieves Me 
Placid. you are going to do a. vega 


pew? 
ell, my dear, and ſuppate Tm : 


Ar, Plas Then, I don't approve. of people lend- 


ing their money. 
Pha. But, my dear, I have known you approve 
of borrowing money? And, once in our lives, what 


Mould we have done, ik very body had refuſed to 


lend? - 


My: Pla. That is nothing. to the purpoſe..—And. 
I now deſire you will hear what I lay, without 
ſpeaking a word yourſelf. | 


Plas Well, my dear. 


Mrs Pla. Now mind you don't ſpeak, ü 


done. Our old acquaintance, Captain Irwin, and 
Lady Eleanor, his- wife (with whom we lived 
upon very intimate terms, to be ſure, while we 
were in Ameriea,) are returned to London; and. 
I nd ou have viſited them very Dk 


Fon la. 


Ar dear, I was only finding fault with that + 


Tongs & 


ſ: 
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WAYS OP 


Pla. Not above two or three times, upon my 
word; for it hurts me to ſee them in diſtreſs, and 
I forbear to go. | 

Mrs Pla. There! You own they are in diſtreſs; 
I expeted as much. Now, own to me that they 
have aſked you to lend them money. f 
Pia. I do own it I do own it. Now, are you 
ſatisfied? | 
. Mrs Pla. No: for Thave no doubt but you have 
promiſed they ſhall have it. | 

Pla. No, upon my word, I have not promiſed. 

Mrs Pla. Then promiſe me they ſhall not. 

Pla. Nay, my dear, you have no idea of their 
diſtreſs ! | 3 | 

Mrs: Pla. Yes, I have; and 'tis that which 
makes me ſuſpicious. 
Pla. His regiment is now broken; all her jew- 
els and little baubles are diſpoſed of; he is in ſuch 
dread of his old creditors, that in the lodging they 
have taken, he paſſes by the name of Middleton.— 
They have three more children, my dear, than 
when we left them in New England; and they 
have in vain ſent repeated ſupplications, both to his 
uncle. and her father, for the ſmalleſt bounty. 

Mr Pla. And is not Lord Norland, her father, 
a remarkable wiſe man, and a good man? And 
ought you to do for them, what he has refuſed ? 

Pla. They have offended him, but they have 
never offended me. | 


Mrs Pla. I think 'tis an offence to aſk a friend 


for money, when there is no certainty of return- 
ing it. | | 
Pla. By no means: for, if there were a certain- 
ty, even an enemy might lend. 
Mrs Pla. But I inſiſt, Mr Placid, that they ſhall 
not find a friend in you upon this occaſion. What 
do you ſay, Sir? | | 4 


* -” * — 2 * 


A COMEDY: © 7 


Pla. Naſter a struggle.) No, my dear, they hall 
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6 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 


Mrs Pla. Pofitively ſhall not ? 
Pla. Poſitively ſhall not—ſince they have found 


Enier Servant. 

Ser. Dinner is on table. | 

Pla. Ah! I am not hungry now. 

Hrs Pla. What do you mean by that, My Pla- 
cid? I inſiſt on your being hungry. 

Pla. Oh yes! I have a very excellent appetite, 
I fhall eat prodigiouſſy. | 

Ars Pla. You had beſt. 


SCENE II. An Apartment at Mr Harmony's. - 
Enter Mr Harmony faltiwwed by Miß Spinſter. 


Mifs Spin. Couſin, couſin Harmony, I will not 


Forgive you for thus continually ſpeaking in the be- 
half of every ſervant whom you find me offendell 


with. Your philanthropy becomes ip ſupportable; 
and, inſtead of being a YI e e into a 
vice. 

Har. Hens Madam, do not. -upbraid me for 8 a con- 
ſtitutional fault. 


Miſs Spin. Very true: you had it from your in- 


fancy. I have heard your mother ſay you were al- 


ways fooliſh tender-hearted, and never ſhewed one 
of thoſe diferimmating paſſions of envy, hatred, or 
revenge, to which all her other children were lia- 


ble. 
Har. No: fince I can ben 1 have Felt the 


moſt unbounded affection for all my fellow creatures, | 


J even proteſt to you, dear Madam, that, as I walk 
along the ſtrects of this large metroplis, ſo warm 


is my heart towards every perſon who paſles. me, 
that I long to ſay, © How do you do?“ and “1 
am glad to ſee you,” to them all. Some men, I 


" ſhould like even to ſtop and ſhake hands with ;— 


and ſome women, E thould like even to ſtop- and 


Mis 


Kiſs. 
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A COMEDY. 1 7 


Mifs Spin. How can you be fo ridiculous ? 

Har. Nay, tis truth: and I fincerely lament 
that human beings ſhould be ſuch {trangers to one 
another as we are. We live in the ſame ſtreet, 
without knowing one another's neceſſities; and 
oftentimes meet and part from each other at church, 
at coffee-houſes, play-houſes, and all public places, 
without ever {peaking a ſingle word, or nodding 
« Good bye!” though "tis a Iundred cliances to 
ten we never ſee one another again. FF 

Miſi Spin. Let me tell you, kinsman, all this pre- 
tended philanthropy renders you ridiculous. There 
is not a fraud, a theft, or hardly any vice commit- 
ted that you do not take the criminal's part, ſhake 
your head, and cry, Proviſions are ſo ſcaree!“ 


And no longer ago than laſt Lord-mayor's-day, 


when your were told that Mr Alderman Ravenous 
was ill with an indigeition, You endeavoured to 
ſoften the matter, by exclaiming, “ Proviſions are 
ſo ſcarce !”—bÞut, above all, I condemn that falſe 
humanity, which induces you to ſay many things in 
converſation which deſerve to ſtigmatize you with 
the character of deceit. 

Har. This is a weakneſs I confeſs. But though 
my honour ſometimes reproaches me with it as a 
fault, my conſcience never does: for it 1s by 
this very failing that I have frequently made the 
bittereſt enemies friends—Juſt by faying a few 
barmleſs ſentences, which, though a ſpecies of 
falſehood and deceit,yet, being ſoothing and accept- 
able to the perſon offended, I have immediately in- 
ſpired him with lenity and forgiveneſs ; and then, 
by only repeating the ſelf-ſame ſentences to his 
opponent, I have known hearts cold and cloſed: to 
each other, warmed and expanded, as every human 
creature's ought to be. a 

| Enter Servant. He IN 

Ser. Mr Solus. (( Zxit Servant. 

Miſs Spin. I cannot think, Mr Harmony, why 

| 3 you 
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_ obliged to quit the room, though 1 have a thoufand 


her company. 


a fidget when I. am in her company. 


has, to be ſure, an uneven temper 


* n ” 
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you keep company with that old bachelor; ne is a 
man of all others on earth, I diſlike; and ſo I am 


53 5 3 


things to ſa Exit angrily. 
4 Euter Solus. : N 

Har. Mr Solus, how do you do? | 

Sol. I am very lonely at home; will you come 
and dine with me? 

Har. Now you are here, you had better ſtay 
with me: we have no company; op my coukn 
Miſs Spiniter and myſelf. 

Sl. No, I muſt go home: do come to my houſe. 

Har. Nay, pray ſtay: what objection can you. 
have ? 

Sol. Why, to tell you the truth, your relation, 
Miſs Spinſter, is no great favourite of mine; and 
I don't like to dine with you, becauſe T don” t like 


Har. That is, to me, ſurpriſing! | 

Sol. Why, old bachelors and old tables never a- 
gree: we are tc» much alike' in our habits; we 
know our own hearts ſo well, we are apt to dif- 
cover every fotble we would wiſh-to forget, in the 
{ymptoms diſplayed by the other. Mils Spinſter 
is peeviſh, fretful and tireſome, and I am always in 


Har. How different are her ſentiments of you! 
for one of her greateſt joys is to lg in your com- 
pany. (Solus 4tarts. and ſmiles) Poor woman: the 


Sol. No, perhaps I am miſtaken. 

Har. But I will aſſure you, I never ſee hes | in 
Half ſuch good humour as when you are here: for 
I believe you are the greateſt favourite ſhe has. 
Sal. I am very much obliged to her, and I cev- 
tainly am miſtaken about her temper—Some peo- 
ple, if they look ever fo croſs, are good natured in 
dhe main; and I dare ſay 2201 is ſo. Beſides; ſhe 
never has had a 2 to ſooth and ſoften ber 
diſpoſition; 


. 'A COMEDY. - 9 
n and there ſhould be ſome allowance 
made for that. : 
Har. Will you dine with us? 
Sol. I dont care if I do. Ves, I think, I will. 
muſt however ſtep home firſt : but. PH be back i 
| N ay oa an hour. My compliments, to Miſs | 
Spiniter, if if yon ould. fe b Lord I rexurn. _ 
Enter Servant. — 2 
Er. My lady begs to know, Sir, if yau. have in- | 
vited Mr Soles to dive? becauſe if you have, he 
* Bo out. (Exit Servant. 
rſe. Enter Mifs Spiolter. | 
ou 2. Ves, Madam, I could not help inviting bnng 
for, Ter man, his own houſe is in ſueh a ſtate for 
want of proper management, he enmot give a com- 
fortable dinner imlelk, * K ; 


Ai 45 * pas 2 a ee Kara. comfort of 


mine. 
S + poor mas! after all the raid. 
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5 25 Vu; * von won't bezere i 
* be * * 12 5 4 n P | | 8$ - 
Oh 2 reph- .=- 
invention. * | --' 


4s a * 7 F : 


4 
8 — 
1 ** * 
oF - 
4 * F . 
* — 8 . 4 
- , 1 7 * * 4 M 
> * 7 of 5 75 9257 
ft . N a 4 . 7 — 1 
0 - — 4 * . * N QT - " 
- * y E 8 2 — apa 3 
— — — C — e . = 
« «+ »” - ; * 4 awd 4. + eo > — n 
— — — = pd — 1 * 4 — „ 3 1 . 
— aa 3 > — eee * 1 1 2 3.0005 
Y i 
* A 2 N N - 
pa, . , Fa 4 "I : * [ 
TOAST ( ? 8 N * 5 1 #4 LY q * 1 * 
_ 47 Z — We "& # Ne - ; 9 l 1 8 = 
2 2 r Wen e r my * TR. e 
- r LOTS 18 Tk 1 0 
K „ AUS 3 * N E e 
eee ow 
SIA 9 fi 
"> FY 


1 * * 29 
2 % E 
N * Coe OED TINO "24. £904. a 4 dr et” 
— « 

* ” x” * þ L 
F N 1 abt A CF Cat Pc 1 

* N LD Ly; ” 
a \ = SU a IA; 2 4 F 
OY 53 A 1 4 «<1 
Py. 111 3 


ad 


* 


Har. Nap, Sols | 
2 A Sands have all. 


ne 8 ne of * 
9 Maut of it. Belides, poor by” 
net ce 16; alten, and it would bay” 
nor to * him all” the civility we Caſte. 


* 


10 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 


For m y part, I have no diſlike to the man; anA, if 
taking a bit of dinner with us now and then Cl 


oblige either you or bim, I thould be to blame to tl 
make any objection. Come, let us go into the 
drawing room to receive him. vV 
Har. Ay, this is right: this is as it ſhould be. 
(Exeunt. 
| F 
SCENE III. A Roam at the Lodging: of Mr Irwin. © 
Mr Irwin, and Lady Eleanor Irwin diſcovered. : 
Tady E. My dear huſband, my dear Irwin, I. a 
4 cannot bear to ſee you thus melancholy. Is this fe 
4 the joy of returning to our native country aſter a © 
IJ nine years baniſliment? N . n 
Ir: Yes. For I could bear my misfortunes, my 
wretched poverty with patience, in a land where 4 
our ſorrows were ſhared by thoſe abcut us ; but : 


here, in London, where plenty and eaſe ſmile upon 
every face; where, by birth you claim diitinCtion, ] 
and I by ſervices: — here to be in want, — to be o- 
bliged to take another name in ſhame of our own, - 
—to tremble at the voice of every ſtranger, for 
fear he ſhould be a creditor, to meet each old ac- 
quaintance with an averted eye, becauſe we would 
not feel the pang of being ſnunned. To have no re- 
Ward for all this, even in a comſortable home; but 
| 'Y there, to ſee our children looking up tome for that 
ſupport I have not in my power to give—Can I, — can 
I love them and you, and not be miſerable? 
Lady E. And yet I am not ſo. And I am ſure you. 
will — doubt my love to you or them 
Ir. I met my uncle this morning, and was mean 
enough to repeat my requeſt to him; he burſt into- 
a fit of laughter, and told me wy diſtreſſes were the 
reſult of my ambition, in marrying the daughter of 
& nohleman, who Eiinelf was too ambitious ever to 


pardon us, | 
.» Lady 
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Lady E Tell me no more of what he ſaid. 
=” This was a day of trials: —I ſaw your fa- 
ther too. 
Lay E. My father? Lord Norland ! Oh Hea- 
vens! , 
I.. He paſl. d me in his carriage. ; 
Lady E. I envy. you the bleiling of ſeeing. him! 
For, Oh !Excute my. tears—he.is my father ſtill. 


How did he look? 


Ie. As well as he did at "hs time I uſed to 
watch him from his houſe, to Real to you. But J 
am ſorry to acquaint you, that, to guard himſelf 
againſt all returning love for you, he has, I am in- 
formed, adopted a young lad, on whom he beſtous 
every mark of paternal affection, of which ycu la- 
ment the loſs. * 

Lady E. May the young man deſerve his tender 
neſs better than I have done M²a he never dilc- 
bey him—May he be a com-ort, and cheriſh his be- 
nefator's declining years—And when his 3 
pa ſions teach him to love, may they not, like mine 
tcach him to diſobedience! 

Enter a Servant with a Letter. | 

Zr. What is that letter? 

Ser. It comes from Mr Placid. the ſervant who 
brought it ſaid, and 1equires no autwer. (Ext. 

Ir. It's itrange how I tremble at every letter 1 
fec, as if I dreaded the contents. How poverty 
his unmann'd me! [d] -I muſt tell you, my 
dear, that finding my zelt leit this moruing without 
a guinea, I wrote to Mr Placid to borrow a {mall 
ſum. This is his anſwer: (reading the [uperſcrip- 
lion) “ to Mr Middleton“ — l at's right ;—he re- 
members the caution L gave him. I had forgot 
whether I had, for my memory is not fo good as it 
was. I did not even recclleQ this hand, though it 
is one I am ſo well acquainted with, and ought to 
give me joy Ser than ſorrow [( peng the letter 
hastily, reads, and lets it drop.] Now I have not a 
friend on earth. 

Lady 
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7 E. Y pb Jou forget me. 
tr. fin unge ori JI I would forget you— ſor 
| youu all yogr children. BS 
Lady E. IL would nt loſe the ename or ble 


5 you, or of them, for all my father's fortune. 
1 r. What am I to do? I muſt leave you? I muſt 
1 g0,L know not where e ſe yowperith, 
{ Takes his hat and is 
Lady E. ( holding 2 Where would ye 80 
This evening tis ark Wüther would you go 
at tis time? 
1. (Aullractedly) I muſt confider what's to be done 8 
* —and in chis rom my thoughts are too o to 
rede &. n 
| Tady E. And ave London ſtreets. caltujmed 
reflection? 2 
1. No; for ation. Te hug 
to reſolation. * NP Cd oy 
» Lady A. You are, Set well V 27 4 
n lately ; impaired Your tempe yi 
WE  -<wchange too I tremble leſt Ae gider 
„.. What accident? Nu Y __ 
0 5 : 2 AI know your provgcini Nis's om 
—_ world: But dit de R, as Tthar-arp 
__ - . 1 Bot for your ſake; I could. . 
ay E. T * witnels, Heaven! I am happy.— 
| 'T hough, bred in all the deligacy, the luxury of 
_ T8 wealth and fplendeur ; yet F Have never murmur- 
#3 3 cen at the change of fortune, while that change has 
made me Wits to you, and mather of your chil- 
_ a. -. 
2 I. We will be haphy—if poſfible. But give me 
i this evening” to conſidex hat plan to fix upon. 
Therggis* no time to fe; we are without friends 
hout money without eredit.— Farewell ror 
Hour. I will -ſee Mr Placid, if I can; and 
2 *#Khough he have not the money to lend, be nay 
i +96 97; give me ſome advice. | 
Lech. 3 I call en her? Wemeh are 
! ioMetincs 
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ſometimes more conſiderate than men, and 
Ir. Do you for the beſt, and fo will I.—Heavens 
leſs you! (Exeunt ſeparately. 


ACT H. 
SCENE I. 4 Coffee or Club. room at a Tavern. 


Enter Sir RokhERT RAu BLE, — Mr Solus and H. 
PLACID at the oppaſite Side. 


SOLUS. 


IR Robert Ramble, how do you do! 

Sir R. My dear Mr Solus, I am glad to ſee 
you. I have been. dining by myſelf, and now 
dome into this public room to meet with ſome 
good company. 

Sel. Ay, Sir Robert, you are now reduced to the 
ſame neceſſity which I frequently am.—l frequently 
am obliged to dine at taverns and coffee-houſes, for 
want of company at home. 

Sir R. Nay, I proteſt I am never happier than 
in a houſe like this, where a man may meet his 


a hoſt or a viſitor. 

Sol. Sir Robert, give me leave to introduce to 
you Mr Placid: .he has been many years abroad; 
but I believe he now means to remain in his own 
country for the reſt of his life. Thus, Mr Pla- 
e1d, is Sir Robert Ramble. | 

Sir R. to Mr Pla. Sir, I ſhall be happy in your 
cquaintance ; and I aſſure you, if you will do me, 


the honour to meet me _— and then at this houſe, 
you 


friend without the inconvenience of form, either as £ 
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vou will find every thing very pleaſant. I verily 
believe, that ſince 1. loft my wife, which is now a- 
bout five months ago,Iverily believe have dined here 
three days out of the ſeven. 

. Pla. Have you loſt your wife, Sir? And ſo lately? 

Sir R. (with great indifference.) Yes, Sir; about 
five months ago—ls it not, Mr Solus? You keep 
account of ſuch things better than I de. 

Sol. Oh! aſk me no queſtions about your wife, 
Sir Robert; if ſhe had been mine, I would have 
ha her to this moment. 

Pla. What, wreſted her from the gripe of 
death? 

Sir R. No, Sir; only from the gripe of the 
Scots Lawyers. | i 

Sol. More ſhame for you. Shame! to wiſh to 
be divorced from a virtuous wife. 

Pla. Was that the cafe? Divorced from a vir- 
tuous wife! I never heard of {uch a circumitapce 
before. Pray, Sir Robert, (very anxionſiy,) will you 
indulge me, by letting me know in what manner 
you were able to bring about ſo great an event: 

Sir R. It may appear itrange to you, Sir; but 
my wife and I did not live happy together. 

Pla. Not at all ſtrange, Sir; I can concerve—T 

can conceive very well. 

Sol. Ves; he can conceive that part to a nicety, 

Sir R. And ſo | was determined on a vivorce. 

Pla. But then her character could not be unim- 
peached. 

Sir R. Yes, it was, Sir. You mult know, we 
were married in Scotland, and, by. the laws there, 
a wife can divorce her 2 tor breach ot fide- 
lity; and fo: though my wife's character was un- 
impeached, mine was not, and ſhe divorced me. 

Pla. And is this the law in Scotland? 

Sir R. It is. Bleſſed, bleſſed country! that 


will bind young people together before the Yours 


of 


f. 
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of diſeretion, —and, as ſoon as they have diſcretion- 
to repent, will unbind them agam! 

Pla. I with I had been married in Scotland. 

Sol. But, Sir Robert, with all this boaſting, you 
mult own that your divorce has greatly dimimiſhed 
your fortune. 

Sir R. ( taking Solus afide: ) Mr Solus, you have 
frequently hinted, at my fortune being .impaired ;- 
but I do not approve of ſuch notions being re- 
ceived abroad. 

Sol. I beg your pardon; but every body knows 
that you have played very deep lately, and have 
been a great loſer, and every body knows 

Sir R. No, Sir, every body does not know it, 
for I contradict the report wherever I go. A man 
of faſhion does not like to be reckoned poor, no. 
more than he likes to be reckoned unhappy. We 
none of us-endeavour to be happy, Sir, but merely 
to be thought ſo; and for my part, I had rather be 
in a ſtate of miſery, and envied for my. ſuppoſed 
happineſs, than in a Rate of happineſs, and pitied 


for my ſuppoſed miſery. 


Sol. But conſider, theſe miafortenchy which I have 
juſt hinted at, are not of any ſerious nature, only 
ſuch as a few years economy | 

Sir R. But were my wife and. her qunedq to 
become acquainted with theſe little misfortunes, 
they would triumph in my embarraſſments. 


Sol. Lady Ramble triumph! (They join Mr Pla- 


cid.) She who was fo firmly attached to you, that! be 


lieve nothing but æ compliance with your repeated 
requeſt to be ſeparated, cauſed her to take the ſtep 


the did. | 
Sir R. Yes, I believe ſhe did it to oblige me, 


and I am very much obliged to her. 
Sol. As good a woman, Mr Placid 
Sir R. Very good—but very ugly. | 
Sol. She is beautiful; 


Ba Sir 


* 
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Sir R. (to Solus.) I tell you, Sir, ſhe is hideous, 
And then the was grown ſo inſufferably peeviſh. 
Sol. -I never ſaw her out. of temper. | 
Sir R. Mr Solus, it is very uncivil of you to 
Praiſe her before my face. Lady Ramble, at the 
time I parted with her, had every poſſible fault 
both of mind and perſon, and ſo I made love to 
other women in her preſence; told her bluntly that 
I was tired of her; that I. was very ſorry to 
make her uneaſy, but that I could not love her. 
any longer,” — And was not that frank and open? 
Sol. Oh! that I had but ſuch a wife as ſhe was! 
Sir R. I mult own I loved her myſelf when ſhe 
was young. | 
Sa. Do you, call her old? 


Sir R. In years I am certainly older than ſhe ;.' 


but the difference of ſex makes her a great deal ol- 


der than JI am, For inſtance, Mr Solus, you have 


olten lamented not being married in your youth; 
but if you had, what would you have now done 
with an old wife, a woman of your own age? 
Sol. Loved and cheriſhed her. : 
Sir R. What, in ſpite of her loſs of beauty. 
Sl. When ſhe had loſt her beauty, likely I: 


ſhould have loſt my eye-ſight, and have been blind. 


to the wane of her charms. 5 
Placid, (anxiouſly. ) But, Sir Robert, you were 
explaining to m. Mr Solus, give me leave to, 
{peak to Sir Robert—I feel myſelf particularly in. 
tereſted on this ſubject.— And, Sir, you were. 
explaininz to me | 
Sir R. Very true: Where did I leave off? Oh!. 
at my ill uſage of my Lady Ramble. Ves, I did uſe. 
her very ill, and yet the loved me. Many a time 
when he had ſaid to me, . Sir Robert, I deteit. 


your principles, your manners, and even your per- 
Jon,“ often, at that very inſtant, I have ſeen a lit- 
tle ſparkle of a wiſh peep out of the corner. of-one 
| | | eye, 


n 
61 
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eye, that has called to me, Oh! Sir Robert how 
1 long to make it up with you !” | 

Sol. (to Mr Pla.) Do not you wiſh that your 
wife had ſuch a little ſparkle at the corner of- one 
of her eyes? 

Sir R. (to Mr Pla.) Sir, do you wiſh to be di- 
vorced? _ | 5 
Pla. J have no ſuch proſpect. Mrs Placid is 

faithful, and I was married in England. 

Sir R. But if you have an unconquerable defire 
to part, a ſeparate muintenance will anſwer nearly 
the ſame end;—for if your Lady and you will only 
lay down the plan of ſeparation, and agree 

Pla. But, unfortunately, we never do agree! 

Sir R. Then ſpeak of parting: as a thing you + 
dread worſe than death; and make it your daily 
prayer to her, that ſhe will never think of going . 
from you.—She will determine upon it directly. 

Pla. I thank you; I'm very much obliged to 
you: I thank you a thouſand times. 

Sir R. Yes, I have ſtudied the art of teaſing a 
wife; and there is nothing vexes her ſo much as 
laughing at her. Can you laugh, Mr Placid? 
Pla. I don't know whether I- cen; I have not 
laughed ſince I married. But I thank you, Sir, for 
your inſtructions I ſincerely thank you. 5 

Sz. And now, Sir Robert, you have had the 
good nature to teach this Gentleman how to get 
rid of his wife, will you have the kindnefs to teach 


me how to procure one? 5 


Enter Myr Irwin. . 
. Sir R. Hah! Sure I. know that Gentleman's 
ace ? FR Wk | 
Sal. My Nephew.! Let me eſcape his ſolicita- 
tions. (Afide.) Here, waiter ! (Exit. 
Pla. Irwin! (sftarting.) Having ſent him a denial, 
I am aſhamed to ſee him. (aside.) Here, Mr So- 
" * [ Exit, following Mr Solus. 
B 3 „ | Ir. 


— 
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Ir. (aſide.) More cool faces! My neceſſitous 


countenance clears even a club-room. 

Sir R. My dear Captain Irwin, is it you? Yes, 
faith it is After nine years abſence, I moſt ſin- 
cerely rejoice to ſee you. @ 

Ir. Sir Robert, you ſhake hands with a cordia- 
lity I have not experienced theſe many days, and 
1 thank you. = 

Sir R. But what's the matter? You ſeem to 
droop—Where have vou left your uſual ſpirits ? 
Has abſence from your country changed your man- 
ners? 

Ir. No, Sir; but I find ſome of my countrymen 
changed. I fancy them leſs warm, leſs friendly 
than they were; and it is that which, perhaps, has 
this effect upon me. | 

Sir R. Am I changed? 

Ir. You appear an exception. 

vir R. And I aſſure you, that inſtead of being 
grown more gloomy, I am even more gay than ! 
was ſeven. year ago; for then, | was upon the 
point of matrimony—but now, I am jult relieved 
from its cares. F 

Ir. J have heard as much. But I hope you have 
not taken ſo great an averſion to the marriage-ſtate, 
as never to marry again. 

Sir R. Perhaps not: But then it muſt be to 
fome rich heireſs. x | 

Ir. You are right to pay reſpe& to fortune. 
Money 1s a neceſlary article in the marriage con- 
tract. 

Sir R. As to that — that would be no great ob- 
ject at preſent. No, thank heaven, my eſtates are 
pretty large; I have no children; I have a rich 

ncle, excellent health, admirable ſpirits ;—and 
thus happy, it would be very ſtrange if I did not 
meet my old friends with thoſe ſmiles, which never 
for a moment quit my countenance, | 4 


—— 
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Ir. In the diſpenſation of the gifts of Providence, 
how few are found bleſt like you! [11ghing.) 

Sir R. And J aſſure you, my dear Mr Irwin, it 
gives me the moſt ſerious reflections, and the moſt 
ſincere concern, that they are not. 

Ir. I thank you, Sir, moſt heartily: I thank you 
for mankind in general, and for mylelf in particu- 
lar. For after this generous, unaffected declara- 
tion, (with leſs ſcruple than I ſhould to any man 


in the world,) I will own to you, that I am at this 


very time in the utmoſt want of an aQ.of friend- 
ſhip. : 
i 55 R. (de.) And ſo am I—Now muſt I confeſs 
myſelf a poor man; or paſs for an unfeeling one; 
and I will chooſe the latter. [ Bowing with great 
ceremony and coldneſs. Any thing that I can com- 
mand, is at your ſervice. | | 
Ir. ( Confounded and bheſitating.] Why then, Sir 
Robert—I am almoſt aſhamed to ſay it—but cir- 
cumſtances have been rather unfavourable. My 
wife's father[affeFing to ſmile] is not reconciled to us 
yet My regiment is broke - My Uncle will not 
part with a farthing. Lady Eleanor, my wife, 
[7vipes his eyes] has been ſuported as yet, with ſome 


little degree of tenderneſs, elegance; and—in ſhort, 


I owe a ſmall ſum which I am afraid of being 


troubled for; I want a trifle alſo for our immediate 


uſe, and if you would lend me a hundred pounds— 
though, upon my honour, I am not in a ſituation 
to fix the exact time when I can pay it. 
ir R. My dear Sir, never trouble yourſelf about 
the time of paying it, becauſe it happens not to be 
in my power to lend it you. | 
Ir. Not in your power? I beg your pardon; but 
have not you this moment been ſaying you are rich? 
Sir R. And is it not very common to be rich 
without money ? Are not half the town rich? And 
yet, half the town has no money, I ſpeak for pre 
en 
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end of the town, the Welt end. The Squares, for 
Inſtance, part of Piccadilly, down St. James's-ſtreet, 
and ſo home by Pall Mall. We have all eſtates, 
bonds, drafts, and netes of hand without number; 
but as for money, we have no ſuch thing belonging 
to us.. 


. I fi incerely beg your pardon. And be aſſured, 


Sir, nothing ſhould have induced me to have taken 
the liberty, I have done, but the neceſſities of my 


unhappy family, and having underſtood by your 


own words, that you were in afiluence. . 

Sir R. I am in affluence, I am, I am; but not in 
ſo much, perhaps, as- my haſty, inconfiderate ac- 
count may-have given you reaſon: to believe. I for- 
got to mention ſeveral heavy incumbrances, which 
you wlll perceive are great drawbacks on my for- 
tune.—As my wife ſued for the divorce, I have 
her fortune to return; I have alſo two ſiſters to 
portion off—a cireumſtance I totally forgot. But, 
my good friend, though I am not in circumſtances 
to do what you require, I will do ſomthing. that 
ſhall be better. IL wait upon your father-in-law, 


(Lord Norland,) and entreat him to forgive his 


daughter: and I am ſure he will if I aſk him. 
Ir, Impotlible. . 


Sir R. And ſo it is, now I recollect: for he is no 


other than the guardian of my late wife, and a re- 
queſt from me, will be received worſe than from 
any other perſon. However, Mr Irwin, depend 
upon it, that whenever I have an opportnity of 
ſerving you, I will. And whenever you thall.do me 
the favour to call-upon me, I ſhall be heartily glad 
to ſee you. If I am not at home, you can leave your 
card, which, you know, is all the ſame ; and depend 
upon it, I ſhall be extremely glad to lee you or 
that, at any time. | Exit, 
Ir. Is this my native country ? Is 6 the ho- 


ſpitable land which we diſeribe to ſtrangers? No 
r 
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We are ſavages to each other; nay. worſe — The 
ſavage makes his fellow-ſavage welcome; divides 
with him his homely fare; gives him the beſt apart- 
ment his hut affords, and tries to huſh thoſe griefs 
that are confided in his boſom— While in this ei- 
vilized city, among my own countrymen, even 
among my brother officers in the army, and many 
of my neareit relations, ſo very civilized they are, 
I could not take the liberty to enter under one. roof, 
without a ceremonious invitation, and that they 
will not give me. I may leave my: card at thier 
door, but as for me, or any one of mine, they would 
not give us a dinner; unleſs, indeed, it was in ſuch 
a ityle, that we might behold with admiration 
their grandeur, and return {till more deprefled, to. 
our own poverty. Can I bear this treatment 
longer? No, not even for. you, my Eleanor. Aud 
this (takes out a piitol,) ſhall now be. the oniyx 
friend to Whom TL will, apply.—And yet I want 
the courage to be a villain. | | 
Enter Myr Harmony, ſpeaking as he enters. 
(Irwin corceals the pistol instantly.) 
Har. Let me ſce half- a- dozen newſpapers Every 
paper of the day. | 
Enter Waiter: | 
Waiter. That is about three dozen, Sir. . 
Har. Get a couple of porters, and bring them all. 
(He fits down ; they bring him papers, and he 
reads — Irwin tarts, fits down, leans his head 
on one of the tables, and she us various ſigns of 
unea/ineſs ; then comes forward.) | 
Ir. Am La man, a ſoldier? And a coward? Yes, 
run away, I turn my back on life I forſake the 
out, which my commander, Providence, has allot- 
ed me, and fly before a banditti of rude misfor- 
unes. Rally me, love, connubial and parental 
ove, rally me back to the charge! No, thoſe very 
| | 6 _ afkectigus 
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affections ſound the retreat. (Site dowwn with the 


ſame emotions of distraction as before. 
Har. That gentloman does not ſeem happy. I 
with I had an opportunity of ſpeaking to him. (aſide. 
Ir. (comes forward and ſpeaks again.) But Oh! 
my wife, what will be your ſufferings when I am 
brought home to your wretched habitation !— 
And by my own hand! | 
Har. lam afraid, Sir, I engroſs all the news here. 
(Holding up the papers. 
Ir. (ill apart.) Poor ſoul, how her heart will 
wm! 
Har. (after loobing steadfastly on him.) Captain 
Irwin, till this moment I had not the pleaſure of 


recollecting you! It is Mr. Irwin, is it not? 


Ir. (his mind derangru by his misfortunes.) Ves, 
Sir; But what have you to ſay to him more than 
to a ſtranger 7 15 5 Toma) 

Har. Nothing more, Sir, than to apologize to 
you, for having addreſſed you juit now in ſo famili- 
ar a manner, before I knew who you were; and to 
aſſure you, that although I have no other know- 
ledge of you, than from report, -and having been 
once, I believe, in your company at this very houſe 
before you left England; yet, any ſervices of mine, 
as far as my abilities can- reach, you may freely 
command. | 

Ir. Pray, Sir, do you live at the Weſt end of 
the town ? 5 5 | 

Har. I do. | | 

Ir. Then, Sir, your ſervices can be of no uſe to 
me. ; 55 TY 
Har. Here is the place where J live, here is my 
card. | (Gives it to him. 

Ir. And here is mine. And now I preſume we 
have exchanged every act of friendſhip, which the 
ſtrict forms of etiquette, in this town, will admit o 

"Har. By no means, Sir. 1 aſſure you my pro- 

| Ds = feſſion 
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be feſſions never go beyond my intentions; and if 
© there is any thing J can ſerve you in IP 

I Ir. Have you no ſiſters to portion off? no lady's | 
le. fortune to return? Or, pe: haps, you will ſpeak to 
a my wife's father, and entreat him to forgive his child. 
m Har. On that ſubje& you may command me; for 
— T have the honour to be intimately acquainted with 

Lord Norland. | . 

e. Ir. But is there no reaſon you may recollect, 
J. „hy you would be the moit uufit perion in the 
ili « world to apply to him!“ . 

Har. None. I have been honoured with marks 
5 of his friendſhip tor many years pait; and I do not 
0 


know any one who could, with lets hazard of his 
reſentment, venture to name his daughter to him, 

ny Ir. Well, Sir, if you ſhouid ſee him two or three 
days hen.e, when I am ſet out on a journey I am » 
going, if you will then fay a kind word to him for 
to my wife and children, I'll thank you. 


ili Har. I will go to him inſtantly. (Going. 
to Ir. No, do not ſee him yet; itay till I am gone. 
W. Ho will do nothing till I am gone. | 

_ Har. May I aſk where you are going ? 

uſe 


Ir. No very tedious journey; but it is a coun- 
try, to thoſe who go without a proper paſſport, al- 
ely ways fatal. | | 

Har. I'll ſee Lord Norland to night: perhaps I 
may perſuade him to prevent your journey. P'll 
ſee him to- night, or early in the morning, depend 
upon it.—I am a man of my word, Sir; though I 
> (0.88 mult own I do live at the Welt end of the town. 

| Exit. 

Ir. Sdeath, am I become the ridicule of my fel- 
low creatures? or am I not in my ſenſes I know 
this is London— this houſe a 'tavern—-IT know-L 
have a wife. Oh! *twere betcer to be mad than 
to remember her! She has a father=-he' is rich 
and proud—that J will not forget. But I will paſs 

| | his 
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his houſe, and ſend a malediction as I paſs it fi 
riouly.) No; breathe out my laſt ſigh at his in- 
hoſpitable door, and that tigh ſhall breathe—for- 
givenneſs. (Ext. 


SCENE I IL—7 he Lodgings f Mr. TRwIN, 


Pater Mrs. PL ACID, — — followed by Lady ELEANOR 
I wWIx. 


Lady E. I am aſhamed of the trouble I have 


given you, Mrs, Placid. It had been ſufficient to 
have ſent me home in your carriage; to attend me 
yourielf was ceremonious. 

Mrs. Pla. My dear Lady Eleanor, 1 was reſol- 
ved to come home with you, as ſoon as Mr. Placid 
deſired I would not. 

Lady E. Was that the cauſe of your 878 80 
I am ſorry it ſhould. ; 

Mrs. Pla. Why ſorry ? ? It is not proper he ſhould 
have his way in every thing. 

Lady E. But [ am afraid you ſeldom let him have 
it at all, 

Mr. Pla. Yes, I do. — But whore: my dear, is 
Mr. Irwin? 

Lady E. (weeping.) I cannot hear the name of 
Mr. Irwin without thedding tears: his health has 
been ſo much impaired of late, and his ſpirits ſo 
bad—ſometines I even fear for a failure in his 
mind, Dm again. 

Mrs. Pia. Is not he at home? 

Lady E. I hope he is. (Goes to the fide of the ſeener. ) 
Tell your maſter, Mrs. Placid is here. 

Enter. Servant. 

Ser. My maſter is not come in yet, Madam, 

.Lody E. Not wg I am very _ lor It jen 
very ſorry indee 1 

Mr Pla. Bleſs e, my 12888 don' t 3 thus 

| pale. 
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pale. Come fit down, an Þ'1l ſtay with you till he 


* returns. (Sits down berſelf- 
8 Lady E. My dear, you forget that Mr. Placid is 
. in the carriage at the door all this time. 


Mrs Pla. No, I don't. Come, let us fit and 
have half an hour's converſation. | 
Lady E. Nay, I inſiſt upon your going to him, or 
3 him to walk in. 
5 Mrt. Pla. Now I think of it, they may as well 
drive him home, and come back for me. 
Enter Mr. Placid. 


Fo Why ſurely, Mr. Placid, you were very impatient! 
. I think you might have waited a few minutes longer. 
Pla. I would have waited, my dear, but. the 

. evening is ſo damp. a 

q Lady E. Ah! tis the evening, which makes 1 me 

| alarmed for Mr. Irwin. 

2 Pla, Lady Eleanor, you are one of the moſt ten- 

Ty der, anxious, and affectionate wives I ever knew. 

4 Mrs. Pla. There! New he wiſhes he was your 

| huſband—-He admires the conduct of every wife 

* but his own, and envies every married man of his 
acquaintanee. But it is very ungenerous of you. 

N Pla. So.it is, my dear; and not at all confiſtent 


with the law of retaliation ; for I am ſure there 1s 
f not one of my acquaintance who envies me. 

Mrs. Pla. Mr. Placid, your behaviour through-- 
out this whole day has been ſo totally different to 
what it ever was before, that I am half reſolved. 
to ve no longer with you. . 

Pla. (qſide.) It will do—lTt will do. 

) Lady E. Oh, my dear friends, do not talk of 

parting: how can you, while every bleſſing ſmiles 

on your union? Even I, Who have reaſon to re- 

gret mine, yet, while that load of grief, a ſepara- 

. from Mr. Irwin, is but averted, I. will think 
very other affliction ſupportable, (a loud rapping 
at the a) Thet 1 is he. | 0 IP 
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Mrs Pla. Why, yeu ſeem in raptures at his re. 
turn. 
Lady E. I know no greater rapture. 
Enter Irwin, pale, trembling, and diſordered. 
Lady * My dear, you are not well, I ſee. 
fr. Yes.—(afide to her in anger.) Why do you 
. — ger.) y do y 
Pla. Hew do you do, Irwin? 
Zr. I am glad to ſee you. (Bows, 
Ars. Pla. But I am ſorry to ſee you look ſo ill. 
Ir. I have only been taking a glaſs too mueh. 
| ; - (Lady Eleanor aweeps. 
Pla. Pſhaw ! Don't I know you never drink? 
Ir. You are miſtaken: I do when my wife is not 
by. I am afraid of her. 
P la. Impoffible. 
Ir. What! To be afraid of one's wife? 
Pla. No; I think that very poſſible. | 
Hrs. Pla. But it does not look well when it is 
To; it makes a man appear contemptible, and a wo- 
man a termagant. Come, Mr, Placid, I cannot ſtay 
- another moment. Good night. Heaven bleſs you! 
(To Lady Eleanor.)—Good night, my dear Mr. Ir- 
win; and now, pray take my advice and keep up 
your ſpitits. | 
Ir. I will, Madam. (shaking hands with Placid.) 
And do you keep up your ſpirits. 
WP (Exeunt Mr. and Mrs, Placid. 
Irwin 5huts the dor with care after them, and looks 
round the room, as if be feared to be ſeen or over- 
Beard.) 
Jam glad they are gone. I ſpoke unkindly to you 
juſt now, did I not? My temper is altered lately ; 
and yet I love you. | | 
Lady E. 1 never doubted it, nor ever will. 
Ir. If you did, you would wrong me; for there 
not a danger I would not riſk for your ſake ; 
there is not. an infamy I would not be branded with 


- - 
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to make you happy, nor a puniſhment I would not 
undergo, with joy, for your welfare, —Bat there is 
a bar to this; we are unfortunately fo entwined to- 
gether, ſo linked, fo rivetted, ſo cruelly, painfully 


fettered to each other, you could not be happy, un- 


leſs I ſhared the ſelf ſame happineſs with you. — 
But you will learn better—now you are in London, 
and amongſt faſhionable wives; you muſt learn bet- 
ter. 0 alks. about and ſmiles, with a ghastly counte- 
nance.) | 

Lady B. Do not talk, do not look thus wildly— 
8 indeed, you make me very uneaſy. 

It. What! uneaſy when I come to bring you 
comfort ; and ſuch comfort as you have not expe- 
rienced for many a day? (He pulls out a pocket book.) 
Here is a friend in our neceflity,—a friend that 
brings a thouſand friends; plenty and — no, not al- 
Ways — peace. (He takes ſeveral papers from the book, 
end 5 em into her hands—She locks at them, tben 

cn. | 


2 . Ah! ls money. (trembling.) Theſe 


are Bank notes. | 

Ir. Huſh! For heaven's ſake, huſh! We ſhall be 
diſcovered. (trembling, and in great perturbation.) 
What alarms you thus ? JN 

Lady E. What alarms you? 

Ir. Do you fay-I am frightened? 

Lady E. Afhght fo new has frightened me. 

Ir. Nay, they are your own: by heaven, they 
are! No one on earth has a better, or a fairer 
right than you have. It was a laudable act by 
which I obtained them. The parent-bird had for- 
ſook its young, and I but forced it back to perform 
the rites of nature. nd 

Lady E. You are inſane, I fear. No, no, I do 
not fear — hope you are. „ | 

A bud rapping at the ctreet-daor.— He tarts, takes - 

the notes from her, and puts them hagtily into his - 


pocket. 
7 , C3 tre 


—— — 


= 
- 

-» 
2 


not thus overcome with tears; we. will (in er of 


take him with us; and then ſmile with cortempt » 
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Ir. Go ts the door yourſelf; and if tis any one 
who aſks for me, ſay I am not come home yet. 
' (She goes out, then returns. 
Lady E. It is the perſon belonging to. the houſe: 
No one to us. - | 
Ir. My dear Eleanor, are you willing to quit 
London with me in about two hours time ? 


Lady E. Inſtantly. | Z. 
Ir. Nay, not only London, but England. 
Lady E. This work, if you defire it. To go in | 
company with you, will make the journey pleatant ; 
and all I loved on earth would ſtill be with me. ] 
Ir. You can, then, leave your father without re- * 
gret, never, never to ſee him more ? my 
Lady E. Why ould I think on hun, who will my 
not think on me? Tor | Wa 
Jr. But our children 5 net 
Lady E. We are not to leave them behind! po! 


Ir. One of them we mult: but do not let that 


give you uneaſineſs. Youknow he has never lived g 


with us ſince his infancy, and cannot pine for the As 


loſs of parents whom he has never known. As 

Lady E. But E have known him. He was my firſt; ou 
aud, ſometimes, I think more cloſely wound around Las 
my heart, than all the reſt. Tlie grief I felt on. Wn: 
being forced to leave him when. we went, abroad, bes 


and the conſtant anxiety I have fiace experienced, 


left he ſhould not be kindly treated, have augment- * 


ed, I think, my tenderneſs. 0 
Ir. All my endeavours to-day, as well as every to 
other day, have been in vain to find into what part cha 
of the country his nurſe has taken him. Nay, be me 


all my haſte to be gone) ſtay one more miſerable 
day here, in hopes to procure intelligence, ſo as to 


on all we leave behind. (Exeuni. 
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ACT" 


SCENE I. 4 Library at Lord NokLAN D'. 
Inter Lord NORLAND, followed: by Mr. Hanxont. 


\ Lord Noni Ann, 5 in anger. : 
1 TELL you, Mr. Harmony, that if an indiffer- 


ent perſon, one on whom I had never beſtow- 
ed a favour in my life, were to offend' me, it is in 
my nature never to forgive. Can I then forgive 
my own daughter, my only child, on whom I heap- 
ed continually marks of the moſt affectionate fond- 
neſs? Shall the dare to cffend me in the tendereſt 
point, and you dare to ſuppoſe I will pardon her? 

Har. Your child, conſider. 

Lord N. The weakeſt argument you can uſe.— 
As my child, was not ſhe moſt bound to obey me? 
As my child, ought ſhe not to have ſacrificed her 
own happineſs te mine? Inſtcad of which, mine 
Fas been yielded up for a whim, a fancy, a fancy to 
marry a beggar; and as ſuch is her choice, let her 
beg with him. 

Har. She does by me; —-pleads hard for your 
forgivenneſs. 

Lord NV. If I-thought ſhe dared to ſend a meſſage 
to me, though dictated on her knees, ſhe ſhould find. 
that ſhe had not yet telt the full force of my reſent- - 
ment. . 

Har. What could you do more? | 

Lord N. I have done nothing yet. At preſent, . 
I have only abandoned her but I can perſecute. 

Har. I have no doubt of it: and, that I may not 
be the means of aggravating your diſpleaſure, I al- 
ſure you, that what I have now ſail has been en- 
tirely rom myſeli, without any deſire of hers; and, 
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at the ſame time, I give you my promiſe, I will ne. 
ver preſume to intrude the ſubje& again. 

Lord N. On this condition, (but on no other,) I 
forgive you now. | 

Har. And now then, my Lord, let us paſs from 
thoſe who have forfeited your love, to thofe whe 
Poſſeſs it. I heard ſome time ago, but I never pre- 


ſumed to mention it to you, that you had adopted 


a young man as your ſon? 

Lord M A young man!” Pſhaw!— No; a boy 

— mere child, who fell in my way by accident. 

Har. A chance child! Ho! ho- underſtand you, 

Lard N. Da not jeſt with me, Sir. Do I look— 

Hur. Yes, you look as if you would be aſhamed 
to own it, if you had one. 

Lord V. But this boy I am not aſhamed of :—he 

is a favourite—rather a favouaite.—I did not like 

him fo well at firſt ;—but cuſtom, —and having a 
poor creature entirely at one's merey, one begins 
be its fate if one did not? | 

Har. Is he an orphan then? 

Lord N. No. 

Har. You have a friendſhip for his parents ? 

Lord N. I never ſaw the father: his mother T 
had a friendſhip for once. (Sighing. 

Mar. Ay, while the huſband was away: 
rd N. I tell you, no. (vislent ly.) — But aſk no 
more queſtions. Who his parents are, is a ſecret, 
which neither he, nor any one (that is now living) 
knows, except myſelf; nor ever ſhall. 

Har. Well, my Lord, fince tis your pleaſure to 
conſider him as your child, I fincerely with you 
may experience more duty from him than you have 
done from your daughter. . 

Lord N. Thank Ro, his diſpoſition is not in 


the leaſt like her's.—No: (very much in, puſſtonad.) L 


have the joy to ſay, that never child was 10 unlike 
Hur. 


Its mother. 


ob 


to love it merely from the idea of. What would 


Har. (starting.) How | His mother! 

Lord N. Confuſion !—what have I ſaid? I am 
aſh E 

Har. No,—be proud. 

Lord N. Of what? 
Har. That you have a lawful heir to all your 
riches ; proud that you have à grandſon,  _ 

Lord N. I would have concealed it from all the 
world; I wiſhed it even unknown to myſelf. And 
let me tell you, Sir, (as not by my deſign, but 
through my madvertency, you are become ac- 


quainted with this ſecret,) that, if ever you 


breathe it to a ſingle creature, the boy ſhell an- 
ſwer for it; for, were he knawn to be her's, 
though he were dearer to me than ever e was, I 
would turn him from my houſe, and caſt him from 
my heart, as I have done her. | 


Har. I believe you ;—and in compaſſion to the 


child, give you my folemn promiſe never to reveal 
who he is. TI have heard that thofe unfortunate 
parents left an infant behind when they went a- 
broad, and that they now lament him as loſt. Will 
you ſatisfy my curioſity, in what manner you 
lought and found him out? 

Lard N. Do you ſuppoſe I ſearched for him? 
No; he was forced upon me. A woman followed 
me, about eight years ago, in the fields adjoining to 
my country ſeat, with a halt-itarved boy in her 
hand, and - aſked my charity for my grand-child : 


the impreſſion of the word, made me turn round 
voluntarily ; and caſting my eyes, upon lum, 1 


was rejoiced, not to find a feature of his mother's 
in all his face; and I began to feel ſomething. like 
Pity for him. In ſhort, he caught ſuch faſt hold by 
one of my fingers, that I aſked him careleſsly © if 
he would go home and live with me?” On which, 
he anſwered me ſo willingly Ves, I took him at 


Har, 
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Hor, And-did never your regard for him, plead 
zb lis mother's behalf N . 
Lerd N. Never. For, by Heaven, I would as 
Don forgive the robber who met me laſt night at 
my own door, and, holdigg a piſtol to my breait, 
ek from me a fum to a conſider aule. mount, as 1 
would pardon her. | 

Flay. Dil uch an accident bap p< 10 you ? 

Lerd A. Have you not heard of it:? 

Har. Nt. 


Lard N. It is anazing we caimet Nate A ſtop to- 


ſuch depredations. 
Har. Proviſions are ſo ſcarce ! 
Enter Dervailts 

Ser. Miſs Wooburn, my Lord, if you are not: 
engaged, will come and lit an hour with you. 

i” Lord N. have no company but what the is per- 
fectly acquainted with, and thall be glad of her 
viſit. [&i Servant. 

Har. You forget I am a ſtranger, and my pre- 
ferce may not be welcome. 

Lerd N. A ſtranger! What to my ward? to- 
Lady Ramble? for that is-the name which cuſtom. 
would authoriſe her to keep; but ſuch courtely- 
the diſdains, in contempt of the unworthy giver of 
the title. 

Har. Jam intimate with. Sir Robert, my Lord ; 
and though I acknowledge that both you and ks: 
-lady have cauſe for complaint, yet Sir Robert has 
ſtill many virtues. 

Lord N. Not one. He is the moſt YE the * ö 
deteſtable of characters. He not only contradict- 

ed my will in the whole of his conduct, but he ſel- 
dom met me that he did not give me ſome perſonal 
affront. * 

Har. It is, however, generally held better to be 

ancivil in a-perſan's-preſence, than in his abſence. 
Lord N. He was uncivil to me in . —_— 
: are 
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Har. That I will deny; for I have heard Sir 
Robert, in your abſence, ſay ſueh things in your 
praiſe —— | | 

Lord N. Indeed !. 

Har. Moſt aſſuredly. | 

Lord N. I wiſh he had ſometimes done me the: 
honour to- have ſpoken politely to my face. 

Har. That is not Sir Robert's way z—he is no 
flatterer. But then, no fooner has your back been. 
turned, than I have heard, him laviſh ia your: 
» WM praite. 224 

Lord N. I muſt own, Mr Harmony, that I never 
12oked upon Sir Robert as incorrigible. I could 
always diſcern a ray of underſtanding, and a beam 

+: ot virtue through all his foibles; nor would 1 have 
urged the divorce, but that I found lus wife's ſen- 
2 ſibility could not bear his neglect; and even new, 
r notwithſtanding her endeavour to conceal it, ſhe 
pines in ſecret; and laments her hard fortune. All 
my hopes of reſtoring her health reſt on one pro- 
inet—that of finding a man worthy of my recom- 
mendation for her ſecond huſband, and, by-creat- ' 
ing a ſecond paſſion, expel the firſt.—Mr Harmony, 
you and I have been long acquainted. 1 have 
known your diſpoſition from your infancy. Now, 
if ſuch a man as you were to offer— : _ 

Har. You flatter me. , 

Lord NM. I do not. — Would you venture to be- 
came her huſband ? RET 
| Har. I cannot ſay I have any particular deſire, 
„ but if it will oblige either you or her,—for my part 
I think the * ſhort time we live in this v, rd, we 
ſwuld do all we can to oblige each other. Oh 

Lord N. I ſhould rejoice at ſuch an union myſelf, | 
and 1 think I can anſwcr for her.—.Y ou permit me 
then to make overtures tv her in your name? | 

Har. ( conſidering. ), This is rather a ſerious piece 
of buſin-1s——However, I never did make a dif- 

Feng ficulty 
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ficulty when I wiſhed to oblige a friend. But there 
is one proviſo, my Lord; I muſt firſt mention 
It to Sir Robert. 

Har. Becauſe he and I have always been very | 


intimate friends ; and to marry his wife without = 
telling him of it, will appear very uncivil{. me 


Lord N. Do you mean then to aſk his conſent ? 
Har. Not abſolutely his conſent ; but I will in-- Gon 
finuate the ſubje& to him, and obtain his approba- | 
tion in a manner ſuitable to my own ſatisfaction. I 
' Lord N. You will oblige me then if you will fee il 
him as early as poſſible; for it is reported he is 
going abroad. — 
Har. I will go to him immediately; and, my 
Lord, I will do All in my power to oblige you, Si F 1 
Robert and the Lady; C afde. }—but as to obliging f. 


myſelf, that was never one of my conſiderations. —_ 
| 8 | (Exit. Ih 
Enter Miſs Wooburn. you 


Lord N. I am ſorry to ſee you thus; you have 1 
been weeping? Will you ſtill lament your ſepara- 
tion from a crue] — 2 as if you had followed 
a kind one to the grave? 

V W. By no means, my Lord. Tears from 
our ſex are not always the reſult of grief; they 
are frequently no more than little ſympathetic tri-- 
butes which we pay to our fellow-beings, white 
the mind and the heart are ſteeled againſt the 
weakneſs which our eyes indicate. 

Lord V. Can you ſay, your mind and heart are 
ſo Reeled? | 

Air W. I can: My mind is as firmly fixed a- 
_gainlt Sir Robert Ramble, as, at our firſt acquaint- 

_ ance, it was fixed upon him. Aud 1 ſolemnly. pro- 
Kit—— 8 ; 
Lard N. To a man of my age and obſervation, 
roteſtations are vain.— Give me a proof that you 
tu rooted bim from your heart. 
Mif 
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Miſs V. Any proof you require, I will give 
without a moment's heſitation. 1 

Lord N. 1 take you at your word; and deſire 
you to accept a Gentleman, whom I ſhall recom- 
mend for your ſecond huſband. (Mis Wooburn 
starts.)—Y ou ſaid you would not hefitate a mo- 
ment. 

Miſs W. I thought I ſhould not; but this is 
ſomething fo unexpected 

Lord N. You break your word then, and ſtill 
give cauſe fi this ungrateful man, to ridicule your 
fondneſs for him. | 

Miſs W. No, I will put an end to that humiliaticn ; 
and whoever the gentelman is whom you mean to 
propoſe—Yet, do not name him at preſent—but 
give me the ſatisfaction of keeping the promiſe I 
have made to you (at leaſt for a little time) without 
exactly knowing how far it extends; for, in return, 
I have a promiſe to afk from you, before I acquaint 
you with the nature of your engagement. 


Lord N. 1 give my, promiſe. Now name your re- 
queſt. | y 


Miſs W. Then, my Lord, (heſttating and confuſed) 
the law gave me back, upon my divorce from Sir 
Robert, the very large fortune which I brought to 
him. -I am afraid, that in his preſent circumſtances, 
to enforee the ſtrit payment of this debt, would 
very much embarraſs him. 

Lord N. What if it did? 5 

Miſs W. It is my entreaty to you (in whoſe hands 
18 inveſted the power to demand this right of law) 
to lay my claim aſide for the prelent. (Lord 


Norland offers to ſpeak) I know, my Lord, what you . 
are going to ſay; I know Sir Robert is not now, _ 


but I can never forget that he har been my huſband, 
Lord N. Toſhew my gratitude for your complaince 
with the requeſt I have juſt made you, (Goes to a 
able in the library) here is the bond by which I am 
Oy 22 impowered 
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impowered to ſeize on the greaeſt part of his eſtates 

-in right of you: take the bond into your own. pol. 
on till your next huſband demands it of you; 7 
and by the time you have called him huſband for a 

few weeks, this tendernels, or delicacy to Sir Robert, 


will be worn away. ( 
Enter Harmony (haſtily.) | t. 

Mar. My Lord, I beg pardon; but I forgot to p 
mentton 


A7ii W. Oh, Mr Harmeny, I have not ſeen you o 
before I know not when: I am partygularly. happy fc 
at your calling juſt flow, for I have—(besirating) a ] 


little favour to aſk of you. el 
Har. If it were a great favour, Madam, you W bl 
might command me. M 


NH, HW. But—my Lord, I beg your pardor— WW tt 
but the favour I have to atk of Mr Harmony muſt W hi 


be told to him in private. pt 
Lord M. Oh, I am ſure, I have not the leaſt ob- 
jeQion to you and Mr Marmouy having a private ¶ be 


conference. Fil leave you together. (Harmony ſu 
appears embarraſſed.) You do not derange my buſi- ye 
.neſs—I'll be back in a ſhort time. (Exit. w 
Miſs W. Mr Harmony, you are the very man on ¶ pe 
earth I molt wanted to ſee. (Harmony 507.) I 
know the kmdneis of your heart, the liberality of MW ar 
your ſentiments, and J wiſh to repoſe a charge to Ml 1 
ons truſt, very near to me mdeed—but you mull WW Le 


e ſecret. * 
Har. When a Lady repoſes a truſt in me, I is 
ſhould not be a man if I were not. a 


Miſs W. I mult firit, inform you, that Lord MF dr 
Norland has juſt drawn from me a promiſe, that I 
will once more enter into the marriage: itate; and ar 
without knowing to whom he intends to give me, N of 
I will keep my promise But it is in vain to ſay, MW © 
that though I mean all duty and fidelity to my ſec 
ſecond huſband, I fliall not experience moments 
when my thoughts—il wander on my frſt, Xt 

Har. 


* 


— 


E 
. 


>. 


* 
Va 
* 


A COMEDY. 37 


Har. { 5tarting. } Hem--Hem (To her indeed? 

Miß, W. I muit always rejoice in Sir Robert's 
ſucceſſes, and lament over lus misfortunes. 

Har. If that is all— | : 

Miſs W. No, I would go one ſtep further: 
(Harmony tarts again) I would ſecure him from 
thoſe misfortunes, which to hear of, will diſturb my 
peace of mind. I know his fortune has ſuffered very 
much, and I cannot, vill not, place it in the power 
of the man, whom my Lord Norland may point out 
for my next marriage, to diſtreſs him farther.— 
This 1s the writing, by which that Gentleman may 
claim the part of my fortune from Sir Robert Ram- 
ble, which is in landed property ; carry it, my dear 
Mr Harmony, to Sir Robert inſtantly; and tell him, 
that in ſeparating from him, I meant only to give 
him liberty; not make him the debtor, perhaps the 


priſoner of my future huſband. 


Har. Madam, I will moſt undoubtedly take this 
bond to my friend; but will you give me leave to 
ſuggeſt to you, that the perſon on whom you beſtow 
your hand, may be a little ſurpriſed to find, that 
whule he is in poſſeſſion of you, Sir Robert is in the. 
poſſeſſion of your fortune ? ST | 
Miſs V. Do not imagine, Sir, that I ſhall marry 
any man, witout firſt declaring what I have done 
I only wiſh at preſent it ſhould be concealed from 
Lord Norland— When this paper is given, as I 
have required, it cannot be recalled; and when that. 
is pait, I ſhall divulge my conduct to whom I pleaſe; 
and firſt of, all, to him, who ſhall offer me his ad- 
dreſſes. | 
Har. And if he is a man of my feelings, his ad- 
dreſſes will be doubly importunate for this proof 
of liberality to your former huſband. But are you 
ſure, that in the return of this bond, there 1s no 


ſeeret affection, no latent ſpark of love? 


Miſs. None. I know my heart; and if there 
D Was 
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38 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 
was, I could not aſk you, Mr Harmony (nor any one 
like you), to be the meſſenger of au imprudent 
paſſion. Sir Robert's vanity, I know, may cauſe him 
to judge otherwiſe ; but undeceive him; let him 
know this is a ſacrifice to the golden principles of 
xk and not an offering to the tinſelled ſhrine of 
ove. 
Ente Lord Norland. 

Put up the bond. (Harmony conceals it.) 

Lord N. Well, my dear, have you made your re- 
gueſt, - 

Miſs W. Yes, my Lord. 

Lord N. And has he granted it ? 

Har. Yes, my Lord, I am going to grant it. 
Tord N. I ſincerely wiſh you both joy of this 
good underſtanding between you. But, Mr Harmony, 
(in a whiſper) are not you going to Sir Robert? 

Har. Yes, my Lord, I ain going this moment 

Lord N. Make halte then, and do not forget your 
errand. | 

Har. No, my Lord, I ſha'n't forget my errand; 
it won't flip my memory—Good morning, my Lord 
—good morning, Madam. Nan. 

Load V. Now, my dear, as you and Mr Harmony 
ſeem to be on ſuch excellent terms, I think I may 
venture to tell you (if he has not yet told you him- 
.Felf,) that he is the man who is to be your huſband. 

Aro M. He! Mr Harmony! No, my Lord, he 
has not told me; and lam confidefit he never wil. 

. Lord N. What makes you think ſo? 

Miſs W. Becauſe—becauſe—he muſt be ſenſible 
"bs would not be the man I thould chooſe. 

Lord M. And where is the woman who marries ! ? 


the man ſhe would chooſe? You arc reverting the 
order of ſociety; men, only, have the right of 


choice in marriage. Were women permitted theirs. 
we {hould have handſome beggars allied to our nob- 
leſt families, and no uch ohe in our Whole, ifland 
AG an ond maid, 


an 
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5 A COMEDY. - 
Miſs V. But being denied that choice, why for- 


bid to remain as I am? 
| Lord MN. What are you now? Neither a widow, 


a maid, nor a wife. If I could fix a term to your 


preſent ſtate, I ſhould not be thus anxious to place: 
you in another. 

Mijs W. I am perfectly acquainted with your 
friendly motives, and feel the full force of your 
advice. — I therefore renew my promiſe—and al- 
though Mr Harmony (in reſpe& to the marraige 
tate) i is as little to my wiſhes as any man on earth, 
I will nevertheleſs endeavour=—- whatever ſtruggles 
it may eoſt me—to be to him, if he prefers his ſuit, 
a dutiful, an obedient—but, for a loving wife, that 
I can never be again.. 


(Exeuni ſeveroliy. | 


SCENE. An 3 at Sir ROBERT RAMBLE'S«.. 


Enter Sir Ronrkt and My HARMONY. 


Sir R. I thank you for this viſit. I was unde- 
termined what to do with myſelf. Your company” 
has determined me to ſtay at home. 

Har. 1 was with a gentleman juſt now, Sir Ro- 
bert, and you were the ſubje& of our converſa- 
tion, 

Sir N. Had it been a Lady, I ſhould be anxious- 
to know what*ſhe ſaid. ' 

Har. 1 have been with a Lady likewiſe ; and 
ſhe made you the ſubject of her diſcourſe. 

Sir R. But was ſhe handſome? 

Har. Very handſome. 

Sir R. My dear fellow, what is | her name? 


What did ſhe ſay, and where may I meet with; 


her? 
Har. Her name is Wooburn. 
Sir R. That is the name of my late wife. 
1 It is her I mean. 
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49 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 

Sir R. Zounds, you had juſt put my {pirits into 
a flame, and now you throw cold Water all over 
me. | 

Har. J am ſorry to hear you ſay ſo, is I came 
from her this moment; and what do you think is 
the preſent ſhe has given me to deliver to yo ? 

Sir R. Pſhaw! I want no preſents. Some of 
my old love-letters returned, 1 ſappole, to remind 
me of my inconitancy ! 

Har. Do not undervalue her generoſity : this 
is her preſent this bond, which has power to 
take from you three thoufand a year, her right. 

Sir R. Ah! this is a preſent indeed. Are you 
fure you ſpeak truth? Let me look at it: Sure 
my eyes deceive me !—No, by heaven it is true! 
(Reads.) The very thing I wanted, and will make 
me perfectly happy. Now I'll be generous again; 
my bills ſhall be paid, my gaming debts cancelled, 


Pretty a copy of verſes as ever I wrote in my life. 

Har. Take care how you treat with levity a 
woman of her elevated mind. She charged me to 
aſſure you, that love has no ſhare whatever in 
this act, but merely compaſhon to tlie embarraſſed 
ſtate of your affairs.“ 

Sir R. Sir, I would have you to 8 I am no 
object of compaſſion. However, a Lady's favour 
one cannot return; and ſo, I'll keep this thing. 

(Puts it in his packet. 

Aar. Nay, if your circumſtances are different 
from what ſhe imagines, give it me back, and I will 
return it to her. | 
Sir R. No, poor thing! it would break her 
heart to ſend it back.—No I'Il keep it.—She 
would never forgive me, were I to ſend it back. 
Pl keep it. And ſhe is welcome to attribute ber 
concern for me to what ſhe pleaſes. But ſurel 

you can ſee—you u rſtand.— But Heaven ble 3 
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=; A COME DV. 41 
her for her love! and I would love her in return 
if I could. 

Har. You would not talk thus, ir you had ſoon. 
the firm diznity with which ſhe gave me that = | 
per—+ Aſſure him,” ſaid ſhe, no remaining 


fection comes along with it, but was a Gd: 
which I owe to him, to protect him from the hu- 


miliation of being a debtor to the man whom I am 


going to marry.” 

Sir R. (with the ut most " ies.) Why, ſhe is 
not going to be married again! 

Har. 1 believe-ſo. 

Sir R. But are you ſure of it, Sir? Are you 
ſure of it? 

Har. Both ſhe and her guardian told me ſo. 

Sir R. That guardian, my- Lord Noreland, is- 


one of the baſeſt, vileſt of men.—!I tell you what, 


Sir, I'll reſent this uſage. 

Har. Wherefore !—As to TH being the means 
of bringing about your ſeparation, in that he o- 
bliged you. 

Sir R. Ves, Sir, he did, be certainly did ; but 
though I am not the leaſt offended with him on 
that head, (for at that I-rejoice,) yet I will reſent 
his diſpoſing of her a ſecond time. . 

Har. And why? 

Sir R. Becauſe, little regard as I have for her 
myſelf, yet no other man {hull dare to treat her ſo 
ill, as 1 have done. 

Har. Do net fear it—Her next huſband wil be : 
a man, who, I can ſafely ſay, will never inſult, or 
even offend her ; but ſooth, indulge, and make her 
happy. 

Sir R. And do you dare to tell me, that her 
next huſband will make her happy? Now that is 
worſe than the other No, Sir, no man ſhall ever 
have it ts ſay . he has made her either happy or 
OO: bus myſelf. 

2 Har. 
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Har. 1 know of but one way to prevent it. 

Sir R. And what is that? 

Har. Pay your addreſſes to her, and marry hcr 
again yourſelf. 

Sir R. And I would, rather than ſhe ſhould be n 
1 with any body elfe. The devil take me if 


I would not. hi 
Har. To ſhew that I am wholly diſintereſted in in 
this affair, I will carry her a letter from you, if I 


you like, and lay all I can in your behalf. 

Sir R. Ha, ha, ha! Now, my dear Harmony, 
you carry your good-natured ſimplicity too far. 
However, I thank you, 1 ſincerely thank you. — But 
dd you imagine I ſheuld be ſuch a block head, as to eq 
make love to that fame woman I made love to 
ſeven years ago, and who for the laſt fix years 1 


totally neglected! pr 
Har. Ves: for if you negleded her ſix years, me 

ſhe will now be a novelty. | 
Sir R. Egad, and fo the will, You are right, ca 
Har. But being 3 in poſſeſſion of her fortune, you I: 


-. ean be very happy without her. 

Sir R. Take her fortune back, Sir C Taking the he 
bond from his pocket, and offering t to Harmony.) I all 
would ſtarve, I would perith, die in poverty and in- do 
Famy, rather than owe an obligation to a vile, Per- 
fidious, inconſtant woman. 

Har. Confider, Sir Robert, if you inſiſt on my 

taking this bond back, it may fall e. the aibend 
hands. Il 

Sir R. Take it back inſiſt upon it (Gives it 
him, and Harmony puts it up,) But, Mr Harmony, 
depend on it, Lord Norland ſhall hear from me, in N M. 
the moſt ſerious manner, for his interference, I the 

repeat, he is the vileſt, the moſt villanous of men. ent 

Har. How can you ſpeak with ſuch rancour of | 
a nobleman, who ſpeaks of you in the "higheſt thi 
terms? ; no 

5 . Sir | 
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A COMEDY. 43 
Sir R. Does be, faith? 
Har. He owns you have ſome faults. 
ö Sir R. I know I have. | 5 
Har. But he thinks your good qualities are 
numberleſs. 
Sir R. Now dam'me, if ever I thought ſo ill of 
him, as I have appeared to do !-—-But who is the 


| inenecd huſband, my dear friend? Tell me, that 

; I may laugh at him, and make you laugh at him. 
Hur. No, I am not inclimed to laugh at him, 

, Si. R. Is it old Solus? 


. Har. No. : ; | 
L Sir R. But Iwill bet you a wager it is ſomebody. 
) equally ridiculous. | | | 
) Har. I never bet. | 
[ Sir R. Solus is mad for a wife, and has been 
praiſing mine up to the heavens; you need ſay no 
* more; I know it is he. | 
Har. Upon my honour, it is not- However L 
cannot diſeloſe to you at preſent the perſon's name; 
1 I muſt firit obtain Lord Norland's permitſion. 
Sir R. I ſhall aſk you no more. I'll write to 


2 her—ſhe will tell me ;—or, I'Il pay her a viſit, and 
[ alk her boldly myſelf.— Do you. think (anxioufly- — 
- do you think ſhe would fee me:? 
- Har. Mou can but try. 

. Enter Servant. 
7 Ser. Mr Solus. | 
8 Sir R. Now I find out the ſceret immediately.— 


I'll charge him with being the intended huſband, 


t Har. I will not ſtay to hear you. ; 

5 Enter Solus. | 

n Mr. Solus, how do you do? I am extremely ſorry 

I chat my engagements take me away as ſoon as you 
enter. {Exit Har. running, io avoid an gxplanation.) 

f Sol. Sir Robert, what is the matter? Has an 


t WH thing ruffled you? Why, I never ſaw you loo 
nore out of temper, even while you were married. 
5 EL | I Sir 


f 
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Sir R. Ah! that I had never married! never 


known what marriage was! for, even at this me- 


ment, I feel its torments in my heart. 

Sol. T have often heard of the torments of ma- 
trimony; but 1 conceive, that at the worſt, they 
are nothing more than a kind of violent tickling, 
which will force the tears into your eyes, though 


Fd 


at tlie ſame time you are burſting your ſides with 
; 8 * 7 


laughter. 


Sir R. You have defined marriage too fayoura- 
bly; there is no laughter in the tate: all is melan- 


choly, all gloom. | 
85. Now I think marriage is an excellent reme- 
dy for the fpleen.. I have known a gentlcman at a 


fealt receive an affront, diſguife his rage, ſtep home, 


vent it all upon his wife, return to his companions, 


and be as good company as if nothing had happen- 


ed. 


Sir Ri But even the neceſſary expences of a wife 


ſhould alarm you. 


Scl. I can then retrench ſome of my own. Oh! 
my dear Sir, a married man has ſo many delightful 


privileges to what. a bachelor has !—An old lady 
avill introduce her. daughters to you in a diſhabille 
It does not ſignify, my dears, it's a married 
man” — One lady will ſuffer you to draw on her 
glove “ Never mind, it's a married man” —Ano- 
ther will permit you to pull on her {lipper ; a third 
will even take you into her bed-chamber—« Plhaw, 
it's nothing but a married man.“ 
Sir R. But the weight of your fetters will over- 
balance all theſe joys. 

Sol. And I cannot ſay, notwithſtanding you are 
relieved from the bond, that I ſee much joy or 
brightneſs here. 


% 


Sir R. J am not very well at preſent; I have the 


head-ach; and, if ever a wife can be of comfort to 
her huſband, it muſt be when he is indiſpoſed. _ 
| | Wang: 
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wife, then, binds up your head, mixes your pow- 

ders, bathes your temples, and hovers about, in a 
way that is moſt endeafing. 

84. Don't ſpeak of It; 1 long to heave one hover 
about me. But I will--I am determined J will, be- 
fore I am a week older. Don't ſpeak, don't attempt 
to perſuade me not. Your deſcription has renewed. 
my eagerneſs—I will be married. 

Sir R. And without pretending not to know who 
you mean to make your wife, I tell you plainly, it 
is, Miſs Wooburn,—it is my late wife.—-I know you 
have made overtures to my Lord Norland, and * 
he has given his conſent. 

Sel. You tell me a great piece of news—T'll 20 
aſk my Lord if it be true; and if he ſays it is, I 
mall be very glad to find it ſo. Top 

Sir R. That is right, Sir; _— her, marry 
her; I give you joy,—that's all. Ha, ha, ha! 1 
think I ſhould know her temper. — hut if you will 
venture to marry her, I ſincerely with you happy. 

Sal. And if we are not, you know we can be di- 
vorced, | 

Sir R. Not always. Take my advice, and live 
as ry are. 

el. You almoſt ſtagger my reſolution.—I had 
pdinted ſuch bright proſpects of marriage: Good 
day to you. (going, returns.) —Vou think 1 m_ 
better not marry ? 

Sir R. You are undone if. you da. 

Sol. (fighing.) You ought to know from expd) 
rience. 

Sir R. From that 1 ſpeuk. | 

Sol. (Going to the door, and returning once or 
twice, as unstable in his reſolution.) But, then what 
a poor diſconſolate obje& ſhall I live, without a 
wife to hover about me; to bind up my head, and 
bathe my temples! Oh! I am impatient tor all the 
chartered rights, privileges, and immunities of a 


married man. | Exit. 
; ir R. 
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Sir R. Furies, racks, torments—T- cannot bear 
what I feel, and yet I am aſhamed to own I feel 
any thing ! 


Enter Mr Placid.. | 

Pla. My dear Sir Robert, give me joy. Mrs 
Placid and I are come to the very point you ad- 
viſed; matters are in the faireſt way for a ſepara- 
tion. 


Sir R. I do give you joy, and moſt ſincerely.— 


You are right; you'll ſoon be as happy as I am. 
(/ighing.) But would you ſuppoſe it? that deluded 
woman, my wife, is going to be married. again! I 
thought ſhe had enough of me! | 

Pla. You are hurt, I ſee, leſt- the world ſhould 
Tay the has forgot you. | 

Sir R. She cannot forget me; I defy her to for- 
get me. | 

Pla. Who is her intended-huſband ? 

Sir R. Solus, Solus. An:old man—an ugly man. 
He left me this moment, and owned it—ownel it! 
Go after him, will you, and perſuade him not to 
have her. - 5 ; | 
Pla. My advice will have no effect, for you know 
he is bent upon matrimony. 

Sir R. Theu could not you, my dear Sir (as you 
are going to be ſeparated), could not yon recommend 
him to marry your wife !—lt will be all the ſame 
to him, I dare lay, and J ſhall like it much better. 

Pla. Ours will not be a divorce, conſider, but 
merely aſeparate maintenance. But were it other- 
wile, { wilt no man ſo ill, as to wiſh him marricd 
to Mrs. Placid. TEL 

Sir R. That is my caſe exactly. I wiſh no man 
ſo ill, as to with him married to my Lady Ramble; 
and poor old Solus in particular, poor old man! a 
very good ſort of a man—l have a great friendſhip 
for Solus.—l can't ſtay a moment in the houſe—l 
mult go n go to Solus. — No, Vil go 
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to Lord Norland—No,'IT will go to Harmony; and 


then III call on you, and we'll take a bottle together; | 


and when we are both free (takes his hand) we'll join, 


from that moment we'll join, to laugh at, to con- 


temn, to diſpiſe all thoſe who boaſt of the) joys of 
conjugal love. | (( Exceunt. 


— —— 


ACT IV. - 


SCENE I. An Apartment at Mr. Harmony 


Enter Mr. Harmony. 


HARMOxv. 
ND now, for one of the moſt painful taſks 


£ that brotherly love ever draws upon me; to 
tell another, the fuit, of which I gave lim hope, has 
failed. Vet, if I can bus overcome Captain Irwin's 
delicacy ſo far, as to prevail on lim to accept one 
proof more of- my good withes towards-him ;— 

but to a man of his nice ſenſe of obligations, the 


oller mult be made. with caution. 


. Emer Lerd Nerlond. 
Lerd N. Mr N I beg your pardon: Icome 
in tis abruptly, from the anxicty feel concerning 
what paſſed between us this morning in reſpect to 


bits Wooburn. You have not changed your mind, 


I hope? 


Har. Indeed, my Lord, I am very ſorry that 


it will not be in my power to oblige you. 
Lord N. (in anger.) How, Sir? Did not you give 
me your word? 
Har. Only conditonally, my Lord. 
Lord N. And what were the conditions? 
Har. 
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Har. Have you forgot them? Her former huſ. 
band. . 
Enter Servant. . 
Ser. Sir Robert Ramble is in his carriage at the 
door, and, if you are at lciiure, will come in. 
Har. Deſire him to walk up. I have your leave, 
I ſuppoſe, my Lord? (Exit Servant. 
Lord V. Yes; but let me get out of the houle 


without meeting him. (Going ro the oppoſite ducr. ) 


Can I go this way? 


Har. Why ſhould you ſhun him? 

Lord N. becauſe he uſed his wife ill. 

Har. He did. But I believe he 1s verry forry 
for it.—And as for you, he ſaid to me only a tew 
hours ago—but no matter. 

Lord M. What did he ſay? I inſiſt upon knowing. 

Har. Why then he faid, «© that if he had a ſacred 
truſt to repoſe in any one, yor thould be the man 
on earth, to whom he will confide it.” 

Lord N. Well, I am in no hurry; I can ſtay a 
few minutes. 

Enter Sir RobERT RAMBLE. 
Sir R. Oh! Harmony! I am in ſuch a diſtracted 


ſtate of mind (Seeing Lord Norland, he ſtarts, and 


bewws with the most humble reſpect᷑. 7 
Lord N. Sir Robert, how do you do? 


Sir R. My Lord, I am p 98 5 well.—I hope I | 


have the happineſs of leeing your Lordſhip in N 


health. 


Lord N. V ery well, Sir, I thank you. 

Sir R. Indeed, my Lord, I think I never ſaw you 
look better. 

Jord N. Mr Harmony, you, and Sir Robert moy 
Have ſame buſineſs—I'Il with you a good morning. 

Har. No, my Lord, I fancy Sir Robert has no- 
thing particular. 

Sir &. Nothing, nothing, I aſſure you, my Lord. 

rd 15 However, 1 have bulineis my ſelf in 

another 
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another place, and ſo you will excuſe me. (Going 


Sir R. ( following him.) My Lord Lord Norland, 
I truſt you will excuſe my enquiries.— I bee, 
my Lord, all your family are well? 

Lord. M. All very well. | 
Sir K. Your little Elevè, —Maſter Edward,. 
the young Gentlman you have adopted —I hope he 
is well — (G gſitating and confaſed) And—your Ward, 
Sir Miſs Wooburn—I hope, my Lord, ſhe is well? 

Lord N. Ves, Sir Robert, Miſs Wooburn is 

tolerably well. 

og R. Only tolerably, my Lord? I am ſorry for 
that. | 
Har. I hope, my Lord, you will excuſe my men- 
tioning the fubject; but 1 was telling Sir Robert 
jull now, of your intentions reſpe&ing a ſecond 
marriage for that Lady; but Sir Robert does not 
appear to approve of the deſign. | 

Lerd N. What objection can he have? 

Sir R. My Lord, there are ſuch a number of bad 
huſbands ; there are ſuch a number of diffipated, un- 
thinking, unprincipled men !—And—TI ſhould be 
extremely ſorry to ſee any Lady with whom I have 
had the honour of being ſo cloſely allied, united to 
one who would undervalue her worth. — 

. Lord N. Pray, Sir Robert, were you not then 
extremely ſorry for her, while the was united to 
you ? > 7 3 16.74: "AO | | 

Sir R. Very ſorry for her indeed, my Lord. But, 
at that time, my mind was ſo taken up with other 
cares, I own I did not feel the compaſſion which 
was her due; but now that I am ſingle, I fhall have 
leiſure to pay her more attention;. and ſhould I find 
her unhappy, it muſt, inevitably, make me ſo. _ 

Lord N. Depend upon it, that on the preſent 
decaſion, I ſhall take infinite eare in the choice of her 
Hulband, .': > -- g . 

Sir R. If your Lordſhip would. permit me to 

a He E e 
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have an interview with Miſs Wooburn, I think I 
mould be able at leaſt— 
Lord N. You would not ſure inſult her by your 
eſence? 

Sir R. I think I ſhould be able at leaſt to point 
out an object worthy of her taſte—T know what ſhe 
will like better than any body in the world. 

Lord N. Her requeſt has been, that I may point 
her out a huſband the reverſe of you. 

Sir R. Then, upon my honeur, my Lord, ſhe 
won't like him. 

Lord N. Have not you liked women the reverſe 

of her? 
Sir R. Ves, my Lord, perhaps 1 have, and per- 
haps I ſtill do. I do not pretend to love Her: I did 
not ſay I did; nay, I poſitively proteſt J do not; 
but this indifference I acknowledge as one of my 
faults; and, notwithſtanding all my faults, give me 
leave to acknowledge. my gratitude that your Lord- 
ſhip has nevertheleſs been pleaſed to declare you 
think my virtues are numberleſs. (Lord Norland 
Ihe us ſurpriſe.) 

Har. (afide to Sir Robert.) Huſh, huſh ts t 
talk of your virtues now. 

Lord N. Sir Robert, to all this b lan- 

age, this is my anſwer, this is my will: The 

ady, to whom I have had the honour to be guardian, 
hall never (while ſhe calls me friend) ſee you more. 

(Sir Robert, at this ſentence, atands filent for ſome 

time, then, ſuddenly recollecting himſelf,) 

Sir R. Lord Norland, I am too well acquainted 
with the truth of your word, and the firmneſs of 
your temper, to preſs my ſuit one ſentence farther. 

Lord N. I commend your diſcernment. 
+ Sir R. My Lord, I feel myſeifalittle embarraſſed. 
am afraid I have made myſelf a little ridiculous 
upon this occaſion—Will your TOY do me the 


Favour to forget i it ? ; 
Lord N. 
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Zord N. I will forget whatever you pleaſe. 
Har, ( following him, whiſpers.) 1 am ſorry to ſee 


* going away in deſpair. 


Sir R. I never did defpair in my life, Sir; and 


while a woman is the object of my wiſhes, I never 
will. | (Exit 
Lord N. What did he ſay ? 


Har. That he thought your conduct that of a 


juſt and an upright man. 

Lord M. To ſay the truth, he has gone away 
with better manners than I could have imagined, 
conſidering his - jealouſy is provoked. . 

Har. Ah! I always knew he loved his wife, not- 
withſtanding his behaviour to her; for, if you 
remember, he always ſpoke. well of her behind her 
back, ö 

Lord M. No, I do not remember it. 

Har. Ves. he did; and that is the only criterion 


| of @ man's love, or of his friendſhip. 


Emer Servant. | 
Ser. A young gentleman is. at the down, Sir, e. en⸗ 
quiring for Lord Norland. . 
Lord N. Who can it be?. 
Har. Your: young gentleman from home, I dare 
ſay. Deſire him to walk in. Bring him here. 
(Exit Servant. 
Lord N. What buſineſs can. he have to follow 
me: 
Enter Edward. 


Ed. Oh, my Lord, I beg your pardon for co- 


ming hither ; but I come to tell you ſomething you 
will be glad to hear. 

Har. Good heaven! how like his mother! 

Lord M (Taking him by the hand.) I begin ta 
think he 1s—but he was not fo when I firit took 
him. No, no, if he had, he would not have been 


thus near me now ; but to turn him away, becauſe 
his countenance is a r changed, I think would 


E 2 Ed. 


not be right. 
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Ed. (to Harmony.) Pray, Sir, did you know my 
mother. N 
Har. I have ſeen her. 
Ed. Did you ever ſee her, my Lord? TY 
Lord M. I thought you had orders never to en- 
quire about your parents? Have you forgot thoſe 
orders ? | | 
Ed. No, my Lord; but when this gentleman 
ſai I was like my mother—it put me in mind of her. 
Her. You do not remember your mother, do 
you ? g | 
Ed. Sometimes I think I do. I think ſometimes 
T remember her kiſſing me, when ſhe and my fa- 
ther went on board of a ſhip; and ſo hard ſhe 
preſſæd mel think I feel it now. 
Har. Perhaps ſhe was the only Lady that ever 
ſaluted you? : | $5 
Ed. No, Sir, not by many. | 
Lord N. But pray young man, (to have done 
with this ſubject,) what brought you here? You 
ſeem to have forgot your errand? Doe 
Ed. And ſo I had, upon my word. Speaking of 
my mother, put it quite out of my head. But, my 
Lord, I came to let you know, the robber who 
| ſtopped you laſt night is taken. 
Lord N. I am glad to hear it. 
Ed. I knew you would, and therefore I begged 
to be the firſt to tell you. | | 
Har. (to Lord Norland.) Should you know the 
perſon again? | 
Lord M. I cannot ſay I ſhould, his face ſeemed ſq 
much diſtorted. ; p 
Har. Ay, wretched man ! I ſuppoſe with ter- 
Tor. | | E 
Lord N. No; it appeared a different paſſion 
from fear. 
Ed. Perhaps, my Lord, it was your fear that 
ma e you think ſo. 
Lord N. No, Sir, I was not frightened. 2 
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Ed. Then bh did you give him your money? 

Lord V. It was ſurpriſe cauſed me to do that. 

Ed. I wondered what it was! You ſaid it was: 
not fear, and I was ſure it could not be love. | 

Har. How has he been taken ? 

Ed. A perfon came to our ſteward, and inform- 
ed againſt him; and, Oh! my Lord, his poor wife 
told the deen whe took him. they had met with 
misfortunes, which ſhe feared had cauſed a fever 
in her huſband's head; and, indeed; they found. 
him too ill to be removed ; ; and ſo, ſhe hoped, ſhe 
ſaid, „that as a man, not in his perfect mind, you 
would be merciful to him.“ | 

Lord NM. I will be juſt. 

Ed. And that is \ merciful, is it not, my 
Lord? 

Lord N. Not always. 

Ed. I thought it had been.lt is not ”__ to be 
unmereiful; is it? 

Lord M Certainly not. 

Ed. Then it muſt be just, to have mercy. . 

Lord N.. You draw a falſe concluſion. Great as: 
is the virtue of mercy, juice is greater full. Juſ- 
tice holds: its place among thoſe cardinal virtues 
which include all the 1-{fzr.—_Come, Mr Harmony, 
will you go home with me? And before I attend 
to this buſineſs,” let me perſuade you, to forget 
there is ſuch. a perſon in the world as Sir Robert, 
and ſuffer me to introduce you to Miſs Wooburn, 
as the man who. 

Har. I beg to be exeuſed—Beſides the conſider- 
ation of Sir Robert, I have another reaſon why E 
eannot go with you. The melaneholy: tale which 
this young gentleman bas been telling, has caſt u 
gloom on my ſpirits which renders me unfit for 
the ſociety of a Lady. Mn 

Lord N. Now T a not be ſurpriſed were 
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you. to. go in ſearch of this culprit and his family, 
and come to me, to entreat me to forego the pro- 


ſecution; but, before you aſk me, I tell you it is in 


vVain—l will not. ; 
Har. Lord Norland, I have lately been ſo un- 
ſucceſsfal in my petitions to you, I ſhall never 


preſume to interpoſe between your rigour and a 


weak ſufferer more. 
Lord N. Plead the cauſe of the good, and T will 


liſten; but you find none but the wicked for your 


compaſſion. 

Har. The good in all ſtates, even in the very 
Jaws of death, are objects of envy; it is the bad 
who are the only real ſufferers: There, where no 


internal eonſolation cheers, who can refuſe a little 


external comfort? Aad let me tell you, my Lord, 
that amidſt all your authority, your ſtate, your 
grandeur, I often pity you. (Speaking with 

| | unaffected compaſſion. 


Lord N. Good-day, Mr Harmony; and when 


you have apologiſed for what you have ſaid, we 
may be friends again. (Exil, leading off Edward. 

Har. Nay, hear my apology new. I cannot— 
no, it is not in my nature to live in reſentment, nor 
under the reſentment” of any creature in the 


world, , (Exit, following Lord Norland.. 


SCENE II. An Apartment at Lord Norland's. 


X E ater Sir Robert Ramble, followed by a Servants. 


Sir R. Do not ſay who it is—but ſay a Gentle- 
man who has ſome very particular buſineſs with 
her. 


Ser. Yes, Sir. (Going.) 


— 


Sir R. Pray, (Servant Returns.), You are but. 


lately come into this ſervice, I believe? 
Ser. Only a few days, Sir. 


Sir R. 
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Sir R. You don't know me, then? 

Ser. No, Sir. | 

Sir R. I am verwglad of it. So much the bet- 
ter. Go to Miſs Wooburn,. with a Stranger's 
compliments who is waiting, and:who begs to ſpeak 
with her upon an affair of importance. 

Ser. Yes, Sir. | (Exit. 

Sir R. Lwiſh I may die if I don't feel very un- 
accountably! How different are our ſenſations 
towards our wives, and all other women! This is 
the very firſt time ſhe has given me a palpitation 
ſince the honey moon. 
Enter Miſs Wooburn, who starts' on ſeeing 
Sir Robert; — be bowws in great confuſion. 

Miſs M. Support me, Heaven! (Afde.); 

Sir R. (Bows repeatedly, and does not ſpeak” till” 
=” many efforts.) Was ever man in ſuch confu- 

n before his wife !. (Aſide.) 

12s W. Sir — having recovered in ſome 
meaſure from the ſurpriſe- into which, this intru- 
fion ſirſt threw me, I have only to ſay, that what- 
ever pretence may have induced you. to offer me 
this inſult, there are none to oblige. me. to bear 
with it. (Going.): 


ir R. Lady recalling. Bimſelf.) Miſs 
Woo—(She I D Bim- 


4 again.) Miſs Wooburn - Madam Vou wrong 


There was a time when I inſulted you, I 
cenfels; ; but it is impoſſible that time ſhould ever. 
return. 

Miſs W. While I ſtay with you, J incur the 
danger. (Going. 

Sir R. (holding ha) Nay, liſten to me as a 
friend, whom you have ſo often heard as an enemy. 
You offered me a favour by the hands. of Mr Har- 
MONY— 

Miſs W. And is this the motive of your viſit 
this the return * 
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56 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 
Sir R. No, Madam, that obligation was not the 


motive which drew me hither.—-The real cauſe of 


this ſceming intrufion is you pre going to be mar- 


ried once more, and I come to warn you of your: 


danger. 

Miſs W. That you did ſufficiently in the mar- 
flage- tate. 

n R. But now I come to offer you FE that 
may, be of the moſt material . flrould 
you really be determined to yield yourſelf again 
into the power of a huſband. | 

Miſs W. Which I moſt aſſuredly am. 

Sir R. Happy, happy man! How much is he 
the object of my envy! None ſo well as I, know 
how to envy him, becauſe none ſo well as I. know 
how to value you. (She offers to' go.) Nay, by 
Heaven you ſhall not go till you have heard all 


that I came to fay !: 


Miſs W. Speak it then inſtantly... 

Sir R. No, it would take whole ages to peak; 
and ſhould we live together, as long as we have 
ved together, ſtill l mould not find time to tell 
yvou—how much I.love.you. 

(A loud rapping at the itreet-dher. 
Mi. F. That, I hope, is Lord Norland.  - 
Sir R. And what has Lord-Norland te do with 


ſouls free as ours? Let us go to Scotland again; 


and again bid defiance to his ſtern commands. - 
M W. Be aſſured, that through him only, 
will I ever liſten to a ſyllable you have to utter. We 
2 K. One ſyllable only, and I am gone that i in- 


15 V. Well, Sir? 
(He hejtates,. trembles, ſeems to struggle with him- 
ſelf s then approaching ber lowly, timidly, and 
as if achamed of his humiliation, kneels to her-—$h6 
Turnt away.). 
Sir R. (breeding. Maria, — look at mol | 
00 
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Look at me in this humble ſtate Could you have 
ſuſpected this, Maria. ; 

Uhr W. No: nor can I conceive what this 
mockery means. | | | 

Sir R. It means that now you are no longer my 
wife, you are my Goddeſs; and thus I offer you 
my ſupplicatiog, that (if you are reſolved. not to 
live ſingle,) amongſt the numerous train who pre- 
ſent their ſuit, you will once more ſelect me. 

Miſs W. You!— You who have treated me 
with cruelty ; who. made no ſecret of your love 
for others— but gloried, boaſted of your gallan- 
tries? | | | 
Sir R. I did, I did—But here I fwear, only 
truſt me again do but once more truſt me, and 1 
{ſwear by all T hold molt ſacred, that I will for the 
future carefully conceal all my gallantries from 
pour knowledge—though they were ten times more 
requent than before. 

a Enter Edward. Bees 

Ed. Oh, my dear Miſs Wooburn— What! Sir Ro- 
bert here too! (Goes to Sir Robert and ibakes hands.) 
How do you do, Sir Robert? Who would have 
thought of ſeeing you here? I am glad to ſee you 
though, with all my heart; and ſo I dare ſay is Miſg 
Wooburn, though ſhe may not like to fay ſo. 

Mifs V. You are impertinent, Sir. 

Ed. What, for coming in? I will go away then. 

Sir R. Do, do— There's a good boy—do. 

Ed. (going, returns.) — cannot help laughing, 
though, to ſee you two together For you know 
you never were together when you lived in the 
lame houſe. * EE 5 
Sir K. Leave the room inſtantly, Sir, or I ſhall 
call Lord Norland. | 

Ed. Oh, don't take that trouble, I will call him 
myſelf. (Runs to the door.) —-My Lord, my Lord, 
pray come here this moment—As I am alive, here 
is Sir Robert Ramble along with Lady Ramble! 

: ay Enter 
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Enter Lord Norland. 
Sir Robert looks confounded, Lord Norland points to- 
Edward to leave the room. 
(Exit Edward. 
Lord N. Sir Robert, on what pretence do you 
eome hither ? 
Sir R. On the ſame pretence, as when I was for 
the firſt time admitted into your houſe ; to ſolicit 
this Lady's hand. And, after having had it once, 
no force ſhall compel me to take a refuſal. 
Lord N. 1 will try however—Madam, quit the 
room inſtantly. 
Sir R. My Lord, fhe ſhall not quit it. 
Lord N. 1 command her to go. 
Sir R. And I command her to ſtay. 
Lord N. Which of us will you obey ? 


Miſs V. My inclination, my Lord, liſpoſes me 


do obey you — — I have ſo lately been accuſtomed 
| 4 hs him, that custom inclines me to obey him 
Sir R. There! There! There, my Lord! Now 
I hope you will underſtand better for the future, and 
not attempt to.interfere between a man and his wife. 

Lord N. (to her.) Be explicit in your anſwer to 
this queſtion Will you conſent to be his wife ? 

Miſt V. No, never. 

Sir R. Zounds, my Lord, now you are hurrying 
matters. —Y ou. ſhould do it by gentle means ;—let 
me aſk her gently. (With & most ſo oft voice.) Maria, 
Maria, will you be my wife once again? 


Miß V. Never. 


Sir R. So you ſaid ſeven years ago, when I aſked 


you, and yet you conſented. 
Lord NM. And now, Sir Robert, you have had 
your anſwer; leave my houſe. (Going up to him.) 
Sir R. Yes, Sir; but not without my other half, 
Lord M. „ Your other half?” 
Sir K. Ves, the wife of my 8 wife, 
whom 
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whom I ſwore at the altar « to love and to cheriſh, 
« and, forſaking all others, cleave only to her as 
66 long as we both ſhould live.“ 

Lord*N. You broke your oath, and made the 


contract void. 


Sir R. But 1 am ready to take another oath ; and 


another after that, and another after that—And, 


Oh, my dear Maria, be propitious to my vows, and 
give me hopes you will again be mine. (He goes to 


her, and kneels in the most. ſupplicating attitude.) 

Enter Edward, shewing in Mr Solus and Mr Placid; 
Edward points to Sir Robert (who has his back ts 
them) and goes off. 

Sir R. (Still on his knees, and not perceiving their 
entrance.) 1 cannot live without you.—Receive your 
penitent huſband, thus humbly acknowledging his 
faults, and imploring you to accept him once again. 

Sol. (Going up io Sir Robert.) Now, is it won- 
derful that I ſhould want a wife. 

Pla. And is it to be wondered at, if I thould 
heſitate about parting with mine? 

Sir R. (Starts up in great confuſion.) Mr Solus, 
Mr Placid, I am highly diſpleaſed that my private 
actions ſhould be thus inſpected. 

Sol. No one ſhall perſuade me now, to live a day 


witleut a wife. 


Pla. And no one ſhall perſuade me now, not to 
be content with my own. 

Sol. IJ will procure a ſpeeial licence, and marry 
the firſt woman I meet. 

Sir R. Mr Solus, you are, I believe, intereſted 
7 a peculiar manner, about the marriage of this 

ady. 

901 And poor man, you are ſick, and want ſome- 
body to“ bathe your. temples,” and to « hover 
about you.“ 
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oe Solus, to be a witneſs—— 
Sir K. My dear Mr Solus!“ 
Sol. To be a witneſs, Madam, that a man is 


miſerable without a wife. 1 have been a fatal inſtance 


of that, for ſome time. 

M3 . Come to me then, and receive a leſſon. 

Sir R. No, Madam, be ſliall not come to you; 
vor ſhall he receive a leſſon. No one ſhall receive a 
leſſon from you, but me. 

Lord M. Sir Robert, one would ſuppoſe by this 
extraordinary behaviour, you were jealous. _- 

8 _ K. And ſo I am, my Lord; I have cauſe to 
be ſo 

Lord N. No cauſe to be 3 of Mr Solus— 
He is not Miſs Wooburn's lover, I aſſure you. 

Sir R. Then, my Lord, 1 verily believe it is 
yourſelf. Yes, I can fee it is; I can fee it by her 
eyes, and by every. feature in your face. 

Miſe W. Oh! my good friend, Mr Placid, only 
liſten to him. 

Sir R. And why © my good friend, Mr Placid?” 
(To Placid.) By "Who, Sir, I believe that you 
only wiſhed to get rid of your own wife, in order 
to marry mine. 

Pla. I do not wiſh to part with my own wife, 
Sir Robert, ſinee what I have juſt ſeen. . 

Sir R. (Going up to Solus and Lord Norland.) 
Then, pray, gentlemen, be ſo good as to tell me, 
which of you two is the happy man, that I may 
know how to conduct myſelf towards him? 

Mifs W. Ha, ha, ha! 

Sir R. Do you inſult me, Maria!—Oh! have pity 
on my ſufferings. 

Sol. If you have a mind to kneel down again, we 
will go out of the room. ot 

| Pla. Juit as I was comforting myſelf with the 
pꝓroſpect of adfvorce, I find my inſtructor and direc- 
dor pleading on his knees to be remarricd, | K 

nter 
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ä Enter Mri Placid. 

Mrs Pla. What were you ſaying about a e : 

Sir R. Now, down on your knees, and beg pardon. 

Miſs W. My dear Mrs Placid, if this viſit is to 
me, I take it very kind. 

Drs Pla. Not abſolutely to you, my dear. I ſaw 
Mr Placid's carriage at the door, and ſo I ſtepped 
in to deſire him to go home. Go home directly. 

Pla. Preſently, my dear; I will go preſently. 

Mrs Pla. Preſently won't do; I ſay directly. 
There is a lady at my houſe in the greateſt poſſible 


diſtreſs (whiſpers him)—Lady Eleanor—I never 


ſaw a creature in ſuch diſtraction; ( Naiſing her voice) 
therefore go home this moment; you ſha'n't ſtay 
an inſtant longer. 

Sol. Egad, I don't know whether I will marry. 
or no. 

Mrs Pla. Why don't you go, Mr Placid, when I 
bid you? . 

Sol. No ;—l1 think I won't marry. 

Pla. But, my dear, will not you go home with me 2 

_- Pla. Did not I tell by u to go by yourſelf? 

lacid boqvs, and goes f. 

Sol. No; I am. ſure I = 't marry. 

Lord NM. And now, Mr Solus and Sir Robert, 
theſe ladies may have ſome private converſation. 
Do me the ſavour to leave them alone. 

Miſs W. My Lord, with your leave zwe will retire. 
(Turns when abe gets to the door.) Sir Robert, I have 
remained in your company, and compelled myſelf to 
the painful taſk of hearing all you have had to ſay, 
merely for the ſatisfaction of expoſing your love, 
and then enjoying the triumph of bidding you, fare-, 
well for ever. (Exit with Mrs Placid. 

Sol. (Looking steadfastly at Sir Robert.) He turns 
pale at the thoughts of loſing her, Yes, I think I'II 
mar 

Lird-N. Come, Sir Robert, it is in vain to loiter; 
your doom i is fixed. 

„ Si 
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Sir R. (In a melancholy muſing tone.) Shall I then 
never again know what it is to have a heart like 
her's, to repoſe my troubles on? 


Sol. Yes, I am pretty ſure I'll marry. 


| Sir R.—A friend in all my anxieties, a companion 
in all my pleaſures, a — in all my ſick- 


neſſes - 


Sol. Ves, I will 3 


Lord N. Come, come, Sir Robert, do not let you 
and I have any diſpute. (Leading him werd the door. 


Sir R. Senſeleſs man, not to value thoſe bleſſings 


. — Not to know how to eſtimate thera, till they 


| were loſt. 
| (Lord Norland leads him . 
Sol. ( fol lowing.) Ves, —I am determined; 


wothing 


ACT v. 


| © * An Apartment at 


Enter HAMMoxD, followed by. ELEANOR, 


HAM MOND. 5 1. 


Y Lord is buſily engaged Madam: I do not 
M ſuppoſe he would ſee anyone, much leſs a 
$ ranger. 

Lady E. I am no ſtranger. * 2 

Ham. Y our name then, Madam? + ĩ 

Lady E. That, I cannot ſend in. But tell him, 
Sir, I am the afflicted-wife jor a man, wha for ſome 

a | weeks 


* 


prevent me I will be married. (Exit 


d NoRLASD's. - 


it 


weeks peſt has giveu many fatal: proofs of a diſ- 
ordered mind. In one of thoſe fits of phrenſy, he 


held an inſtrument of death, meant for his own- 


deſtruction, to the breaſt of your Lord, (Who by 


accident that moment paſſed), and took from him, 


what he vainly hoped might preſerve his own life, 
and relieve the wants of his family. But his paroxyſm 


over, he ſhrunk from what he had done, and gave 
the whole he had thus unwarrantably taken, into a 
ſervant's hands to be returned to its lawful owner. - 
The man, admitted to this confidence, betrayed his 


truſt, and inſtead of giving up what was ſo ſacredly 
delivered. to him, ſecreted it; and, to obtain the 


promifed reward, came to this houſe, but to inform 
againſt the wretched offender; who, now, only 


reſting on yonr Lord's clemency, can eſcape the 
direful fate he has incurred. 


Ham. Madam, the account you give, makes me 


intereſted in your behalf, and you. mays depend, L 
will repeat it all with the greateſt exactneſs. 
. (Exit Hammond. 

Lady E. / Looking around her. 7 This is my. 


father's s houſe! It is only through two rooms and 


one ſhort paſſage, and there he is fitting in his ſtudy. 


Oh! in that ſtudy, where I (even in the midſt of all. 
his buſineſs) have been ſo often welcome, where I have 
urged the ſuit of many an unhappy perſon, nor ever 
urged in vain. Now I am not permitted to ſpeak 
for myſelf, nor have one friendly voice to do that 
oflice for me, which I have ſo. often undertaken for 
others, -. 
Re-enter Hammond, Edward following. 

Ham. My Lord ſays, that any petition concerning 
the perſon you come about, is in vain. His reſpe& 
for the laws of his country demands an example 
ſuch as he means to make. 

Lady E. Am I, am I to deſpair then? (To Ham- 
mond) Dear Sir, would you go once more to him, 
and. humbly repreſent——- 


| ; F 2 Bun. é 


1 . . : r = 
, > 2 5 bp C fn 4 fy . » j - N 

RET PS EOS ROE. TY TT” | ESD ; 1 1 

1177. ⁊ͤ v Eg F 


M0 
9 
D ay 
2 
5 
0 
% & 
7 
"By 
= 
7 
WAG, | 
by 
FA 


64 EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT: 


Ham. I ſhould be happy to oblige you, but I 
dare not take any more meſſages to my Lord ; he 
has given me. my anſwer. lf you will give me 
leave, Madam, T'll ſee you to the door. 

{ Crefſes to the other fide, and Exit. 

Lady E. Miſery—DiltraQion!—Oh, Mr Placid! 
Oh Mr Harmony! Are theſe the hopes you gave 
me. Could I have boldneſs to enter this houſe ? But 
you would neither of you undertake to bring me 
here!—neither of you undertake to ſpeak for me! 

_ (She is following the ſervant; Edward walks ſoftly 
after her, till che gets near the door; he then takes 
bold of her gown, and gently pulls it; she turns and 
lebe at him. | | 

Ed. Shall I ſpeak for you, Madam: 

Lady E. Who are you, pray, young Gentleman? 
Is it you, whom Lord Norland has adopted for his 
_ Jop? 

Ed. I believe he has, Madam; but he has never 
told me ſo yet. | 

Lady E. I am obliged to you for your offer; 
but my ſuit is of too much conſequence for yeu to 
undertake. 

Ed. I know what your ſuit is, Madam, becauſe 

I was with my Lord when Hammond brought in 
your meſſage ; and I was ſorry for you. I came out 
on purpoje to ſee you—and, without ſpeaking to 
my Lord, I could do you a great kindneſs—if I 

urſt. 

Lady E. What kindneſs ? 

Ed. But I durſt not—No, do not aſk me. 

Lady E. I do not. But you have raiſed my 
..curiofity ; and in a mind ſo diſtracted as mine, it is 
cruel to excite one additional pain, 

Ed. Tam ſure I would not add to your grief for 
the world—But then, pray do not ſpeak of what I 
am going to ſay.—I heard my Lord's lawyer tell 


him juſt now, © that as he ſaid he ſhould not know 
* | | the 
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the perſon again, who committed the offence about 
which you came, and as the man who informed 
aginſt him was gone off, there could be no evidence 
that he did the action, but from a book, a particular 
pocket book of my Lord's which he forgot to 
deliver to his ſervant with the notes and money to 
return, and which was found upon him at your 
houſe : and this, Lord Norland will affirm to be 
his.” —Now, if I did not think I was doing wrong, 
this is the verry book (. ales a pocket-book from his 


pocket.) I took it from my Lord's table but it 


would be doing wrong, or I am ſure I wiſh you 
had it. Locking wwishſully at her. 

Lady E, It will ſave my life, my huſband's and. 

my children's. - 

Ed. (trembling.) But what is to become of me? 

Lady E. That Providence, who never. puniſhes: 
the deed, unleſs. the will be an accomplice, ſhall 
protect you for ſaving one, who has only erred in a 
moment of diſtraction. 

Ed. I never did any thing to offend my Lord 
in my life ;—and I am in ſuch fear of him, I did 
not think J ever ſhould. —Yet,.I cannot refuſe you ; 
—take it.—(Gives her the bock.) But pity me, when 
my Lord ſhall know of it. 

Lady Fo Oh! ſhould he diſcard you for what 
you have done, it will embitter every moment of 
my remaining life. 

Ed. Do not frighten yourſelf about that.—I 
tank he loves me too. well to diſcard me quite. 

Lady E. Does he indeed? 

Ed. I think he does; —for often, when we are 
alone, he preſſes me to his boſom ſo fondly, you 
would not ſuppoſe.— And, when my poor nurſe 


died, ſhe called me to her bed-ſide, and told me, 


(but pray keep it a ſecret )—ſhe told me I was 
his grand-child. 
" E, You are—you are his grand-child-1 


„ ſee; 


— 
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ſee,—lI feel you are; — for I feel that I am your 
mother. (Embraces him.) Oh! take this evidence 


back (returning the boo.) -I cannot receive it from 
Thee, my child ;—no, let us all periſh, rather than 
my boy, my only boy, ſhould do an act to ſtain his 
- conſcience, or to loſe his grand father's love. 

Ed. What do you mean? 

Lady E. The name of the perſon with whom 
you lived in your infancy, was Heyland ? 

: Ed. It Was. 
Lady E. I am your mother: Lord Norland's 
only child, (Edward Eneelt,) who, for one act of 
diſobedience, have been driven to another part of 
globe in poverty, and forced to leave you, my life, 
behind. —(She embraces and raiſes him.) Your fa- 

ther, in his ſtruggles to ſapport us all, has fallen a, 
victim ;—-but Heaven, which has preſerved my 
child, will ſave my huſband, reſtore his ſenſe, and 
once more | | | 

Ed. Citarting.) I hear my Lord's ſtep, —he is 
coming this way :—Begone, mother, or we are all 
undone. | | : 

Lady E. No, let him come—for though his 
frown ſhould kill me, yet muſt I thank him for his 


* 


care of thee. (Se advances towards the door to meet him. 


. Enter Lord Norland, 
(Falling on her knees.) You love me.— tis in 
vain to ſay you do not: You love my child; and 
with whatever . hardſhips you have dealt, or {til 
mean to deal by me, I will never ceaſe to think you 
2 me, nor ever ceaſe my gratitude for your good- 
Deis. N | ; ; 
Lerd N. Where are my ſervants? Who let this. 
woman in: | x 
(She riſes, and retreats from him, alarmed and confuſed. 
Ed. Oh, my Lord, pity her.— Do not let me ſee 
her hardly treated—Indeed I cannot bear it. 


Enter 
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Enter Hammond, a 
Lord N. (to Lady Eleanor.) What was your 
errand here? If to ſee your child, take him along 
| with you. | | 
50 Lady E. T came to ſee my father ;—I have a 
houſe too full of ſuch as he already. E 
Lord N. How did ſhe gain admittance? ; 
Ham. With a petition, which I repeated to your 
Lordſhip. (Exit Hammond.. 
Lord N. Her huſband then it was, who—(Tg 
Lady Kleanor,) but let him know, for: this boy's 
f ſake, I will no longer parſue him, | 
f Lady E. For that boy's ſake you will not pur- 
ſue his father; but for whoſe ſake are you ſo ten- 


der of that boy? *Tis for mine, for my ſake; and 

* by that I conjure you—(Ofers to kneel.) | 

* Lord V. Your prayers are vain—( Ze Edward.) 

1 Go, take leave your mother for ever, and inſtant 

| follow me; or ſhake hands with me for the laſt 

O time, and inſtantly begone with her. | 

1 (Edward stands between them in douht for ſome 
little time: locks alternately at each with emo- 

s trons of affeftion; at last goes to his grand ſa- 

8 ther, and takes hold of his band.) 

. Ed. Farewell, my Lord, —it almoſt breaks my 


heart to part from you ;—but, if I have my choice, 
I muft go with, my mother. 
n | (Exit Lord Norland instantly. 
d (Lady Eleanor and her Son go off on the oppoſite ſide. 


M SCENE II. Anether Apartment at Lord N orland'e, i 
Enter Miſs Woorurn and. Mr: Piac. 


13. | 

Mrs Pla. Well, my dear, farewell.—I have ſtaid 
2. a great while longer than I intended—T certainly 
forgot to tell Mr Placid to come back after he had 


| Tpoken with Lady Eleanor, or he would not have 
i taken the liberty not to have come, 5 
e a5 
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Miſs N. How often have IT lamented the fate of 
Lord Norland's daughter! But, luckily, I have no 
perſonal acquaintance with her, or I ſhould pro- 


bably feel a great deal more on her account than 1 


do at preſent.— She had quited her father's houſe 
before I came to it. 
Enter Mr Harmony. 

Har. My whole life is paſſed in endeavouring to 
make people happy, and yet they won't let me.—L. 
flattered myſelf, that after I had reſigned all pre- 
tenſions to you, Miſs Wooburn, in order to accom- 
modate Sir Robert—that, after I had told both my 
Lord and him, in what high eſtimation they Rood 
in each other's opinion, they would of courſe be 
friends; or, at leaſt, not to have come to any deſ- 
perate quarrel —inſtead of which, what have they 
done, but, within this hour, had a duel !- —and poor 
Sr Robert 

Miss . Fo or Heaven” s ſake tell me of Sir Ro- 


ert 


Har. Yu were the only perſon he mentioned 


after he received his wound ; and fuch encomiums 
as he uttered 
Mifs W. Good Heaven! If he is in danger, it 
will be vain to endeavour to conceal what I ſhall 
ſuffer. (FRetires a few paces io conceal her emotions.) 
Mrs Pig. Was my huſband there? 
Har. He was one of the ſeconds. | 
Mrs Pla. Then he ſhall not ſtir out of his houſe 
this month, for it. 
Har. He:i is not likely; for he is hurt too. 
Mrs Pla. A great deal hurt? | 
Har. Don't- alarm yourſelf. 
Mrs Pla. I don't, 
Har. Nay, if you had heard what he ſaid! 
Mrs Pla. What did he ſay? 


Har. How 9 he ſpoke of you to all his 


friends 


| Mrs 


f 
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Mrs Pla. But what did he ſayys 

Har. He ſaid you had iner lens 
Mrs Pla. Then he told a falſehood. 

Har. But he acknowledged they were ſuch as 
only envinced a ſuperior underſtanding to the reſt 
of your ſex ;- and that your heart ; 

S Pla. (Bursting into tears.) 1 am ſure I am 

ſorry that any misfortune has happened to 
him poor filly man! But I do not ſuppoſe (drying 
up her tears at once) he will die 


Har. If you will behave kind to him, I ſhould 


ſuppoſe not. 

Ars Pla. Mr Harmony, if Mr Placid is either 
dying or dead, I ſhall behave with very great ten- 
derneſs ; but if I find him alive and likely to live, I 
will lead him ſuch a life as he has not led a long 
time. 

Har. Then you mean to be kind? But, my dear 
Miſs Wooburn, (going to her) why this ſeeming 
grief? Sir Robert is {till living; and ſhould he die 


of his wounds, you may at leaſt conſole yourſelf, 


that it was not your cruelty which killed him. 

Miſs W. Rather than have ſuch a weight on my 
conſcience, I would comply with the molt extrava- 
gant of his deſires, and ſuffer Bir cruelty to be the 
death of me. 

Har, If thoſe are your ſentiments, it is my ad- 
vice that you pay him a viſit in his affliction, 

Miſs W. Oh no, Mr Harmony, I would not 
for the wniverſe. Mrs Placid, do you think it would 
be proper ? 

Mrs Pla. Nos 1 think it would det 
my dear, you àre no longer a wife, but a ſingle 
Lady ; ; and would you run into the clutches of a 
man: 

Har. He has no clutches, Madam; he is ill in 
bed, and totally helpleſs. —But, upon recollection, 


It would, perhaps, be needleſs to 805 for he W be 


too ill to admit you. 
* 


> 
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Aliſo I. If that is the caſe, all reſpe& to my | 
ſituation, my character, ſinks before the ſtrong 


deſire of ſeeing. him onee more. Oh! were I even 


married to another, I feel, that in ſpite of all my 


En declarations, or public vows, I ſhould fly 
rom him, to pay my duty where it was firſt plighted. 


Har. My coach is at the door; ſhall I take you 


to his houſe? Come, Mrs Placid, wave all ceremo- 


mous motives on the preſent melancholy occaſion, 


and go along with Miſs Wooburn and me, 


Mit W. But, Mrs Placid, perhaps poor Mr 


Placid is in want of your attendance at home. 


Hor. No, they were both carried .in' the ſame 


carriage to Sir Roberts. | 
Miſs W. (As Harmony lead, her to the dior.) Oh! 


how I. long to ſee my dear huſband, that I may 


conſole him ! 


Mrs Pia. Ok! how I long to ſee my dear 
huſband, that I may quarrel with him! (Excunt. 


SCENE III. The Hall at Sir Ronny | RAMBLE's, 7 


The PORTER diſcovered aſecp. 


Enter a FOOTMAN. 


time of the day ?—It is only eight o'clock. 
Por. What did you want, Mr William? 


Foot. To tell you my maſter muſt not be diſturbed S 


and ſo you mult not let in a ſingle creature, 


Por. Mr William, this is no leſs then the third 
time I have received thoſe orders within, this half 
hour :—Firlt, from the butler, then from the valet, 


and now from the footman. Do you all ſuppoſe I 
am ſtupid? ; 


Fort I was bid to tell you, I have only done | 
what I was defired ; and mind you do the ſame. (Exit. 
Por. TIl do my duty, F.warrant you. I'II do 


te 
{1 


o 


A COMEDY. _ 71 
my duty, (A loud rapping at the door.) And chere 8 
a rap to put my duty to the trial. (Opens the door. 
Enter Harmony, Miſs Wooburn, and Mrs Placid. 
Har. Theſe ladies come on a viſit to Sir Robert. 
Deſire one of the ſervants to conduct them to him 
inſtantly. 
Por. Indeed, Sir, chat is - impeſiible-—My maſter 
is not— 
| Har. We know he is at home, and theindien 
Vue can take no denial. 
: Por. I own he is at home, Sir; but indeed he 
e is not a fituation ; 
Miſs W. We W lis fituation. | 
Por. Then, Madam, you muſt ſuppoſe he is nat 
2 to be diſturbed. I have ſtric orders not to let 1 in a 
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| ſingle ſoul. | Y 
EY Har. This Lady, you. moſt be certain, is an 3 
exception. 1 

Por. No Lady can be an exception in my | 1 
To maſter's preſent ſtate ; for I believe, Sir, but perhaps | A 


I ſhould not ſpeak of it, 1 believe my moe 1s 
nearly gone, 
Miſs W. Oh! ſupport me, heaven! 
Mrs Pla. But has he his ſenſes? _ 
s. Por. Not very clearly, I believe. 
Mit W. Oh! Mr Harmony, let me ſee him 
before they are quite loſt. 


, Por. It is as much as my place ! 18 3 to let 
a creature father than this hall; ve my maſter is 

debut in the next room. 

II Mrs Pla. That 1 is a dining-room. Ts" not he in 

t. bed? 

1 Har. (Aſide to the Ladies.) In caſes of wounds, 

the patient is oftentimes propped. up in his chair. 
e Miſe P. Does he talk at all? 


I Hor. Yes, Madam, I heard him juſt now very | 
o loud. | 

. A. V. . oh 1 think I hear him rave. 
| * Har. 8 
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Har. No, that murmuring is the voice of other 
perſons. | 

Mrs Pla. The Doctors in conſultation, 1 appre- 
hend.—Has he taken any thing? 

Por. A great deal, I believe, Madam. 

Ars Pla. No amputation, I hope? 

For. What, Madam? 


_ Har. He Joo not underſtand you. (70 MM iſs Woo- 


burn.)—Come, will you go back ? 

Per. Do, my Lady, and call in the morning. 

Miſs V. By that time he may be totally inſen- 
fible, and die without knowing how much I am at- 
tached to him. 

Mr Pla. And my huſband may die without 
knowing how much J am enraged with him — Mr 
Harmony, never mind this foolifh man, but force 
your way into the next room. 

Por. Indeed, Sir, you muſt not. Pray, Mr Har- 
mony, pray, Ladies, go away. 

Mi, V. Ves, —I muſt go from my huſband's 
houſe for ever; never to ſee that, or him again, 

(Faints on Mr. Harmony. 

Mrs Pla. She is EEE eh A the windows— 
give her air. 

Por. Pray go away : There i is plenty of air in 
the ſtreets, Ma'am. 

Har. Scoundrel! Your impertinence is inſup- 
portable. Open theſe doors; 1 inſiſt on their being 
opened. (He thruts at a door in the center of the 

Stage ; it opens, and diſtovers Sir Robert and Mr 


Placid ar @ table, ſurrounded by a company of Gentle- 


men.) 


Sir. K. A ſong—a ſong—another ſong— 


(21/5 Wooburn, all astenishment, is ſupported by Ms 

Harmony and Mrs Placid—the Porter runs f.) 
Oh! what do I ſee! Women! Ladies! Celeſtial 
beings we were talking of. —Can this be real? (Sir 
Robert and Mr Placid come forward—Sir Robert 
perceiving 
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perceiving it it Miſs Wooburn, turns himſelf to the 
company) Gentlemen, Gentlemen, married men and 
ſingle men, hear me thus publicly renounce every 
woman on earth but this; and ſwear henceforward 
to be devoted to none but my own wife. 
| (Goes to her in rapturet. 
Pia (Looking at Ars Placid, then turning to the 
company.) Gentlemen, Gentlemen, married men and 
ſingle men, hear me thus publicly declare, I will 
henceforth be maſter ;—and from this time forward 
will be obeyed by my wife. (Sir Robert waves bis 


hand, and the door is cloſed cn the company of Gentlemen.) 


Mrs Pla. Mr Placid, —Mr. Placid, are not you 
afraid ? | 


Pla. No, Madam ;—I have conſulted my friends, 


I have drank two bottles of wine, and I never in- 
tend to be afraid again. 25 ; 

Biſs W. (to Sir Robert.) Can it be, that I fee 
you without a wound ? pn. - 

Sir R. No, my life, that you do not; for I have 
a wound through my heart, which none but you 
can cure. But in deſpair of your aid, I have 
flown to wine, to give me a temporary relief by the 
loſs of reflection. 
Ar. Pla. Mr Placid, you will be ſober. in the 
morning. 2. 

Pla. Ves, my dear; and I will take care that 
you ſhall be dutiful in the morning. 

Har. For ſhame! How can you treat Mrs Pla- 
cid thus? You would not, if you knew what kind 


things ſhe has been ſaying of you; and how. anx1- 


2 ſhe was when I told her you were wounded in a 
—_— 
Mrs. Pla. Was not I, Mr Harmony? 
1 \(Bursting into tears. 
Pla. (afede to Harmony and Sir Robert.) I did not 
know ſhe could cry; I never ſaw it before, an it 
has made me ſober in an inſtant, 
G Mie 
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Miſs V. Mr Placid, I rely on you to condud me 
immediately from this houſe. 

Sir K. That I proteſt againſt ; and will uſe even 
violent meaſures to prevent it. 

. Enter Servant. 

Ser. Lord Norland. 

Enter Lord Norland. 

. Miſs V. He will protect me. 

Sir R. Who ſhall protect you in my houſe but 
I: My Lord, ſhe is under my protection; and if 
you offer to take her from me, I'Il exert the autho- 
rity. of a huſband, and lock her up. 

Lord N. (to Miſs Woburn.) Have you been de- 
luded hither, and with to leave the place with me! 
Tell me inſtantly, that I may know how to act. 

Miſs W. My Lord, I am ready to go with you, 
but—— 

Har. ——But you find the is inclined to ſay; 
and do have ſome compaſſion upon two people that 
are ſo fond of you. 

Enter Mr Solus, drest in a ſuit of white cloths. 

Sol. Lam married !—l am married l— With me 
joy !—lT am married! 

Sir K. I cannot give you joy, * envy. 

Sol. Nay, I do not know whether you will envy 
me much when you ſee my ſpauſe—l cannot ſay 
ſhe was exactly my choice. However, ſhe is my 
wife now; and that is a name fo <:dearing, I 
think I love her better ſince the ceremony has 
. been performed. 

Ars Pla. And pray, when did it take place 

Sol. This moment. We are now returning 
from a friend's houſe, where we have been joined; 
and I felt myſelf ſo happy, I could not paſs Sir Ro- 
2bert's door, without calling to teil him of my good 
fortune.— Aud, as I ſee your Lady here, Sir Ro- 
bert, I gueſs you are juſt married too; and fo II 
hand my wife out of the carriage, and. mtroduce 
the two Brides to eaab other. (Exit Solus. 

Sir K. 
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Sir le. You ſee, my Lord, what conſtrudion Mr 
Solus has put on this Lady's viſit to me. And by 
Heaven, if you take her away, it will be ſaid, that 
{le came and offered herſelf, and that I rejected her. 

iſs W. Such a report would kill me. 

Enter Solus, leading on 1/5 Spiniter. 
Sol. Miſtreſs Solus. 8 

Har. (starling.) My Relation! Dear Madam, by 


what ſtrange turn of fortune do I ſec you become a 


Mile? 8 


Mrs Sol. Mr Harmony, it is a weakneſs 1 
acknowledge; but you can never want an excule for 


me, when you call to mind “ the ſcarcity of provi- 
ſtons.“ 


(Introducing her. 


Sol. Mr Harmony, I have loved her ever ſince 


you told me the ſpoke ſo well of me behind my back. 
Enter Servant, 
Aud whiſpers Mr Harmony, who follows him off. 


Lird N. I agree with you; Mr Solus, that tlus 


is a moſt excellent proof of a perſon's diſpoſition ; 
and in conſideration, Sir Robert,; that, throughout 
all our many diſagreements, you have ſtill preſerved 
a reſpe& for my character in my abſence, I do at 


* 


laſt fay to that Lady, ſhe has my conſent to truſt 


you again. 
Sir R. And ſhe will truſt me; I ſee it in her 
ſmiles. Oh! unexpected ecſtaſy! 
Enter Mr Harmony. 


Har. (holding a letter in his hand.) Amidſt tlioſe 


bright proſpects of joy which this company are 


contemplating, I come to announce an event that 


ought to cloud the ſplendour of the horizon.—A 


worthy, but iltE-fated man, whom ye were all ac- - 


quainted with, has juſt breathed his laſt. 
Lord V. Do you mean the huſband. of my 
daughter? 
Sol. Do you mean my nephew ? 
Pla. Is it as friend! 
G 2 Sir 
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Sir F. And my old acquaintance ? | 
Har. Did Mr Irwin poſſeſs all thoſe titles ycu 

have given him, Gentlemen? Was he your fon? 

(Ze Lord Norland) Your nephew? (To Solus) Your 

treind? (To Ar Placid) And your oM acquaintance! 

(Je Sir Robert)—How ſtrange he did not know it! 

Ya, He did know it. 


want, and not apply to any of you! : 
Szl. What! Die for want in London! Starve in 
the midit of plenty! | 
Har. No; but he ſeized that plenty, where law, 
where honuur, where every ſocial and religious tie 


has become his own executioner. 


boy involved in his father's infamy. 

Sol. The fear of his ghoſt haunting me, will diſtarb 
the joys of my married life, 

Pla. Mrs Placid, Mrs Placid, my complying with 
your injunctions in reſpe& of Mr Irwin, will make 
ine miſerable for ever. | | 

Miſs W. I wiſh he had applied to me. | 
Sir K. And as I refuſed him his requeſt, I would 

give half my eſtate he had ust applied to me. 

Har. And a men who always ſpoke ſo well of 
you all behind your backs !—I dare ſay, that, in his 
dying moments, there was not one of you whom he 
Gid not praiſe for ſome virtue. | 

Sol. No, no, —when he was dying he would be 
more careful of what he ſaid. % 


Lord M. Sir Robert, good-day. Settle your mar- 


riage as you and your Lady ſhall approve; you 
have my good wiſhes. But my ſpirits have recei- 
ved too great a ſhock to be capable of any other 
impreſſion at preſent, 


Miſs W. (holding him.) Nay, tay, my Lord. 


Sol. And, Mrs Solus, let me hand you into your | 


carriage 


Har. Still more ſtrange that he ſhould die for 


forbad the treſpaſs ; and in puniſhment of the guilt, 


Lord N. Then my daughter is wretched, and her 
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carriage to your company; but excuſe my going 
home with you. My ſpirits have received too 
great a ſhock, for me to be capable of any other 
impreſſion at preſent. | 
Har. (Stopping Solus.) Now, ſo loth am I to ſee 
any of you, only for a moment, in grief, while I 
have the power to relieve you, that I cannot help 
—Yes, my philanthropy will get the better of my 
juſtice. | : 
(Goes to the door, and leads on Lady Eleanor, Irwin, 
and Edward.) | 


Lord N. (Runs to Irwin; and embraces him.) My 


ſon! (Irwin falls on his knees.) I take a ſhare in all 
your offences— The worſt of accomplices, white I 
impelled you to them. 

Ir. (on his knees.) I come to offer my returning 
reaſon; to offer my vows, that, while that reaſon 
continue, ſo long will I be penitent for the phrenſy 
which put your life in danger. 


ward by the band.) I come to offer you this child, 
this affectionate child; who, in the midſt of our ca- 
reſſes, droops his head and pines for your forgiven- 
nels. | 

Lord N. Ah! there is a corner of my heart left 
to receive him. (Embraces him) 

Ed. Then, pray, my Lord, ſuſſer the corner to 
be large enough to hold my mother. 

Lord N. My heart is ſoftened, and receives you 
all. (Embraces Lady Eleanor, who fails on her 
knees ; he then turns ts Harmony.) Mr Harmony, 
I thank you, I moſt ſincerely thank you for this, the 
Joyfulleſt moment of my life. I not only experience 
releaſe from miſery, but return to happineſs. 

Har. (Goes hastily to Solus, and leads him to Ir- 
win ; then turns to Mr and Mrs Placid.) And now, 
that I ſee you all reconciled, I can ſay, there are 
not two enemies in the whole circle of my ae- 

| _ quaintance, 


Lady E. (Meoving timidly to 2 leading Ed- 
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78. EVERY ONE HAS HIS-FAULT. 
quaintance, that I have not within theſe three days 
made friends | 
Sir R. Very true, Harmony; for we ſhould 
never have known half how well. we all love one 
another, if you had not told us. | 
Har. And yet, my good friends, notwithſtanding 
the merit you may attribute to me, I have one moſt 
tremendous fault; and it weighs ſo heavy on my 
conſcience, I would confeſs what it is, but that you 
might hereafter call my veracity in queſtion. 
DSi R. My dear Harmony, without a fault, you 
would not be a proper companion. for any of us. 
Lord-N. And while a man like you, may have 
(among ſo _—_ virtues) fome faults ; let us hope 
there may be Tound in each of us, (among all cur 
faults,) ſome virtues. | | 
Har. Yes, my Lord,—and notwithſtanding all 
our faults, it is my ſineere wiſh, that the world may 
ſpeak well of us—behind our backs. 


THE END: 
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By M. P. ANDREWS, Esq. 


Spoken y Mrs N AT TOCKS. 


« ACH has his fault,“ we readily allow, 
To this Decree, our deareſt friends muſt bow; 

One is too eareleſs, one is too correct, | = 
All, ſave our own ſweet ſelt, have ſome defect: | 
And characters to ev'ry virtue deer, - 
Sink from a hint, or ſuffer by a ſneer. N 

« Sir Harry Blink! Oh, he's a worthy man, 
« Still anxious to do all the good he can; 
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To aid diſtreſs, wou'd ſhare his laſt poor guinea, = 
„Delights in kindneſs—but then, what a ninny!“ 2H 

Lady Doll Primroſe ſays to Lady Sly, 9 
4 You know. Miſs Tidlikins? Ves looks awry— = - 


« She's going to be married, that won't mend it; ; 
-« 'Fhey ſay the'll have a fortune, — and ſlie'Il ſpend it. 
« T hope your La'aſhip viſits Lady Hearty, 
We meet to-night—a molt delightful party 
don't like Dowagers, who world be young, 

“ And*twixt ourſelves they ſay She has a tongue.” 

If ſuch the general blame that all await, 

Say, can our Author *ſcape the general fate? 

Some will diſlike the ſaucy truths ſhe teaches, 

Fond bachelors, and wives ꝛbho wear the breechcs. 

Let me be wedded to a handſome youth,” 

Cries old Miſs Mumblelove, without a tooth. 

« Theſe worn-ont Beaux, becauſe they've heavy 

urſes, 2 

i Exped us, ſpinſters, to become their nurſes. 

« 'To love, and be beloved 's the happy wife, 

A mutual paſſion is the charm of life.“ 

Marriage is Heaven's belt gift, we mult believe it, 

Yet ſome with weak idens can't conceive it.— 

Poor Lady Sobwell's grief the town wou'd ſtun ; 

Oh, Tiffany! Your miſtreſs is undone. p 
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EPILOGUE. 


% Dear Ma'am---T hope my Lord is well--dou't ry. 

% Hav'n't I cauſe?— The monſter will not die 
„ The reaſon why I married him, is clear, 

« I fondty thought he eou'd not live a year: 

« But now his dropſy's better, and bis cough— 

« Not the leaſt chance for that to take him off. 
l, that could have young huſbands now in plenty, 
„ Sha'n't be a widod till am turn'd of twerity— 
No lovely weed No ſweet diſhevell'ꝰd hair— 

Oh! JLecu'd cry my eyes out in deſpair.” 

(Sobbing aud crying. 
Sir Triſtram Teſty, worn with age and gout; 

Within, all ſpleen, and flannel all without; 

Roars from his elbow- chair, Reach me my crutches, 

„Oh! if Death had my wife within his clutches, 

With what delight her funeral meats I'd gobble, 

« And tho', not dance.u upon her grave, Fd hobble; 

« No longer then, my peace ſhe could unbing 
I ſhou'd cut capers ſoon, (tries to jump, and bare 

Zounds! What a twinge!“ 
Theſe playful pictures of diſeordant life, 

We bring to combat diſcontent and ſtrife, 

And, by the force of contraſt, ſweetly prove 

The charm that waits on fond and faithful love; 

When ſaited years, and pliant- tempers . | 

And the heart glows with energy, divine, : 

As the lov'd offspring of the happy pair | 

Oft climb the knee, the envied kits to ſhare. 

Such joys this happy country long has known, 

Rear'd in the Cot, reflected from the Throne: 
Oh! may the glorious zeal, the loyal ſtand | 

Which nobly ammate this envied land, „ 

Secure to every breaſt, with glad increnſe, = 


The beartfelt Weffings of domeſtic peace! * 
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